The Whole Story of Christmas

Opening Songs (2 songs by the worship team):
Welcome:

Pastor: Tonight we will share with you an old, old story. It is a story of love, of sacrifice, of mystery. It's
a story about bravery and death, and about conquering evil. It's about joy, a baby, and even some
angels.
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Sunday school representative: lights first four advent candles of the advent wreath as Pastor speaks
the following paragraph.

Pastor: This story, God’s story, reminds us that Christ brings us the hope that there is more to life than
this world. It reminds us that Christ will give us a peace that defies all human reason, that God'’s love is
unconditional and eternal, and that the joy God offers is indescribable!
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Maybe you have heard this story so many times that you know it by heart. Maybe you’ve heard the
story before but never really understood it. And maybe you’ve never heard this story told quite like this.
Whatever the case, tonight it is our prayer that this story will touch your heart as never before.
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Pastor: The only logical place to start our story is at the very beginning.
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Bible reader 1: Genesis 1:1, 26-31

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

26Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all@ the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them.
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2Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves
on the earth.”

2% And God said, “See, | have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.

30 Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in
which there is life, | have given every green herb for food”; and it was so. 3! Then God saw everything
that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Pastor: In this beautiful creation, God planted a garden for the man he had created. God filled the
garden with all kinds of trees that were both lovely to look at and good to eat. Four rivers ran through
this garden to keep it lush and green. But God saw that everything was not yet perfect. Adam needed a
companion. So God created Eve to work alongside him. Sometimes, in the cool of the day, God walked
in the garden with Adam and Eve. God loved them very much.
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Now in this garden was one tree that God had commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from. But one day,
a serpent came to Eve. As the Bible says, “the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the
Lord God had made.” And the serpent tricked Eve into eating from the one tree that God had
commanded them not to touch. Eve brought the fruit to Adam, and he ate too. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God. When they ate from that tree, everything changed.
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For the first time Adam and Eve hid from God. They knew God would be coming to walk with them in
the garden, and they hid. God knew they had sinned before He went to the garden to find them. God
could have abandoned the creation that had abandoned Him, but He didn’t. God loved them, and so He
went in search of them. There would be consequences for their actions — but only because God loved
them so much.
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Bible reader 2 : Genesis 3:14-19, 23
1450 the LoRD God said to the serpent:

“Because you have done this,

You are cursed more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field;
On your belly you shall go,

And you shall eat dust

All the days of your life.

15 And | will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,
And you shall bruise His hee

III

16To the woman He said:

“I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;

Your desire shall be for your husband,

And he shall rule over you.”

7Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the
tree of which | commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it”:

“Cursed is the ground for your sake;

In toil you shall eat of it

All the days of your life.

18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you,
And you shall eat the herb of the field.

In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread

Till you return to the ground,

For out of it you were taken;

For dust you are,

And to dust you shall return.”

Ztherefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.



Pastor: After this Adam and Eve no longer walked and talked with God in the garden that He had made
for them. God knew what this sin was going to bring: the wars, the atrocities, and the evil. But God
knew something else as well. God knew how much he loved the people He had made. God loves us, the
crown of His creation. But God also knew the end of this story. When God spoke to the serpent that
day, He was saying to Satan, “You may have won this battle, but | will win the war. Today, right here, |
will begin my plan to bring my people back to me. | will bring them back to my garden where they will
walk and talk with me. You have brought this sin into my creation — but | will succeed, and | will be
victorious. You may strike my heel, but | will crush your head.”
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And so the rest of God’s story is the story of how God’s plan unfolds — one generation at a time. God
promised Abraham that he would bless all the peoples of the earth through his descendants, the nation
of Israel. During the time of Moses, God showed the Israelites again that He loved them enough to
deliver them from the slavery they endured in Egypt. When they wanted kings instead of God, He gave
them kings, including King David, from whose line the Messiah would come.
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Time and again, sin and disobedience defined God’s people. God disciplined them, but He never
abandoned them. God sent prophets to point the Israelites back to God and call for them to repent.
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Bible reader 3: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; 7:14

2The people who walked in darkness

Have seen a great light;

Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,
Upon them a light has shined.



®For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of His government and peace
There will be no end,

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice
From that time forward, even forever.

The zeal of the LorD of hosts will perform this.

4Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel.

Congregational Song: O Come O Come Immanuel (Piano by Bonnie)

Pastor: The prophets spoke of a promise that God made thousands of years before — a promise that He
made to Adam, to Eve and to Satan. God promised to bring his people back to Him. God made promises
to Abraham, to lIsaac, to Jacob, to Ruth, to David, whose father was Jesse and to countless other
descendants of Abraham. The Messiah, the Saviour, would come from their line — he would be part of
their family tree.
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Bible reader 4: Isaiah 11:1-3a

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse,
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.

2The Spirit of the LoRD shall rest upon Him,

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

The Spirit of counsel and might,

The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD,

Bible reader 4: Galatians 4:4-5a

4But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, >to redeem those who were under the law,



Pastor: The time had come; and now we see the next step in God’s plan.
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Bible reader 5: Luke 1:26-38

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, ?’to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed
are you among women !”(@

2% But when she saw him,® she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this
was.

30Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3! And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JEsus.

32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be
no end.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | do not know a man?”

35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of
God.

36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth
month for her who was called barren. 3’ For with God nothing will be impossible.”

38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And
the angel departed from her.

Pastor: So there was Mary, unmarried and pregnant. Not a good situation in that day. But her fiancé
Joseph was a man of faith. After an angel appeared to him in a dream, he took Mary home as his wife.
Soon after, the Roman government ordered a census and Joseph and Mary were forced to make a
journey.
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Bible reader 6: Luke 2:1-7
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And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3So all went to be
registered, everyone to his own city.

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, ° to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed wife,2l who was with child.

®So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. ” And she
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.

Bible reader 7: Luke 2:8-16

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. ° And behold,®?! an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were greatly afraid.

Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. ** For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.

12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:

14“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”®

1550 it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has
made known to us.”

16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Congregational Song: Silent Night
Bible Reader 8: Matthew 2:1-12
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from

the East came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have
seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”
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3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. * And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born.

>So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

®‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler

Who will shepherd My people Israel.””

’Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and
when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that | may come and worship Him also.”

When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went
before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 1°When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell
down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

2Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their
own country another way.

Jeni’s Solo: “Mary Did You Know?”

Pastor: You see the story doesn’t end with a baby in the manger. His birth was monumental; but it
wasn’t the end. With his birth, God came to earth to continue his plan to bring us back to him. In that
plan, this baby — God himself — would grow up to be a man. He would teach people — by word and by
example — about what the kingdom of God is like and how people can enter it. He would send his
followers out to spread the word in Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the world. And he would be
accused, arrested and sentenced to death — a perfect human, a human who had committed no sin. This
human, Jesus, went willingly to his death because he knew it was his father’s plan. He was beaten and
hung on a cross. He prepared to die.
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Bible reader 9: John 19:28-30

28 After this, Jesus, knowing(@ that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
said, “I thirst!” 2 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine,
put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth.

30So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up
His spirit.

Pastor: Did you hear that? Jesus said, “It is finished.” God’s plan was accomplished. Jesus died on that
cross — paying for our sin. But then three days later, he rose from the dead. He conquered death and
made a way for his beloved people to come back to him. If we believe in Jesus, it is as if we never sinned.
We can now walk and talk with God. The garden has been opened again. We can be reunited with God
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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The choice is now up to us. If we choose to ask Jesus to forgive our sins, to return to God, to his
garden — that choice brings us the greatest joy ever imagined: an eternal all surpassing joy.
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God created us, we turned our back on him, but he had a plan to bring us back. It was a very costly plan,
but it was a victorious plan. It was a plan to bring us joy and that’s what we celebrate today.
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Choir: “Once In Royal David’s City” & “Star Carol”

Closing Invitation: If you don’t know this joy yet, or if you’'re still trying to figure out how it can come to
you, we hope you will talk with someone who knows Jesus Christ and knows the joy that he can bring.
Don’t let this Christmas go by without listening to God’s call. God is waiting for you, he’s searching for
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you — just like he searched for Adam and Eve in the garden. God loves you and he wants you to come
back to him.
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Congregational Hymn: O Holy Night

Closing Prayer and Blessing.



