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[. Introduction

Good morning! This month we are gradually working way through
Genesis chapter one and discussing various apm@eaalinterpretation. Hopefully
this will help us to understand Genesis betternbaite importantly, | pray that it '
will help us to know God better as we respond ithfto His Word. The key issue is
not which interpretation we prefer; the key isssieur faith response. So we will
continue to look for life-changing spiritual truths we also seek understanding o
the text. Let’s go ahead and take a look at todagigpture, Genesis 1:14-23.

lI. Scripture: Genesis 1:14-23 (NIV)

[14] And God said, "Let there be lights in the expa of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them serve as signs to mark seasons asdddyyears, [15] and let them be lights in the
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." Anglas so. [16] God made two great lights--the
greater light to govern the day and the lesset tigigovern the night. He also made the stars. [17]
God set them in the expanse of the sky to gived bghthe earth, [18] to govern the day and the
night, and to separate light from darkness. And &l that it was good. [19] And there was
evening, and there was morning--the fourth day.

[20] And God said, "Let the water teem with livingeatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the sky." [21] So God crdhtedreat creatures of the sea and every living
and moving thing with which the water teems, acecwdo their kinds, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it was gd@@] God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful
and increase in number and fill the water in treessand let the birds increase on the earth." [23]
And there was evening, and there was morning-itreday.

lll. Teaching

Last week, we briefly discussed what is calledRremework View and weltss i o
saw that scholars who adhere to this interpretatémthe purpose of the text ai
mainly prophetic and evangelistic, and therefosy thee the six days of creatio
as figurative, and propose that the six days demded to be a literary device
that focuses attention on certain truths, sorikef $ix picture frames.

Day 1 = Dayz 2% Day3

Supporters of this interpretation also point dait the six creation days
appear in two sets of three days each that arelgloslated. They say the firs
three days focus on realms, or kingdoms, and tbenskthree days focus on [
the rulers, or kings, of those realms. Light isaisense, ruled over by the su
moon, and stars. The sky is ruled by birds; the searuled by fish and other|
sea creatures. Land and the plant world are ruledloy the animals and by [E
man, and man also rules over the animals. On trenfle day, God rests, and |§
the rule of God over all is reemphasized. The gearent emphasizes that
God is sovereign over all and that man is the péakod’s creation. Adherents of this viewpoint acd
concerned about the length, or even the ordehedtitlys, but only about the theological implicasioh the
passage. Because of this, Framework View suppargerally have little interest in comparing Genésis
modern scientific theories.

Today, | would also like to discuss another intetation, one which is often called the Day-Age dilye
The idea here is that each of the creation dayesepts a long period of time, similar to what stigts call
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the geological ages. In contrast to supportere@Framework View, Day-Age interpreters sometinee$og
great lengths to try to reconcile Genesis withr#ifie theory. They emphasize that there cannatiereal
disagreement between nature and the Bible, becaodes the Author of both. Any apparent disagregsien
come from either an incorrect understanding ofgiieeral revelation of God in nature, or from ertiars
Bible interpretation. Therefore, Day-Age theory goters, including Dr. Hugh Ross, who visited s la
summer, strive to reconcile apparent differencesebyamining both science and the Bible.

Most Day-Age interpreters adhere to a high viewhefinspiration of Scripture and strive to shoatth
evidence within Scripture supports their interptieta Here are a few commonly cited evidenceslier t
Day-Age Theory:

1. In Genesis, there is no end to the Seventh BdyHebrews 4 implies that the [ . "|‘ .
seventh day is still continuing. If so, then theesgh day is thousands of years® §& =y -
long, and the other days can also be long.

2. The events of some days imply long periodsmétiFor example, the third daylil
seems to include trees growing from seeds andrzefriit. And the sixth day |
includes Adam naming the animals and the creatidve, as recorded in
Genesis 2.

3. The Hebrew word translated as, “day,” can adferrto a long period of time.
The phrase, “evening and morning,” would then refemply to the ends and
beginnings of the long time periods -

4. The Bible includes other examples of using the waay to refer to longer time periods. For examisle,
Leviticus 25, the land is given a Sabbath restyeseventh year, and BhPeter 3:8h we are told that,
“With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, anda thousand years are like a day.”
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So there is some positive evidence for the Day-Rgeory, but there are also some difficult problems
For example, this theory leads to a complex inetgtion ofGenesis 1:16-18This passage say%;0d
made two great lights--the greater light to goverrihe day and the lesser light to govern the night. &
also made the stars. God set them in the expansetbé sky to give light on the earth, to govern thday
and the night, and to separate light from darknessAnd God saw that it was good."When we read this
in English or Japanese, the impression is thastine moon, and stars were created at that timehwhion
the fourth day. But the Day-Age Theory supporteosid say that this is a sort of parenthetical comtraed
that the actual creation of the sun, moon, and stecurred in Genesis 1:1.

They would say that what happened on the fourthiglthat the earth’s atmosphere cleared of heavy
cloud cover and the sun, moon, and stars becarievisom the earth for the first time. This integpation
introduces several ideas that do not appear itettieand also sounds overly complex. However ppsut
of this view, Day-Age interpreters argue that stgrfrom Genesis 1:2, when the Spirit of God igidaibe,
“hovering over the waters,” the events are desdrdmeseen from the point of view of an observeeanth;
and the description of the fourth day is also basetow things appear from ear@®enesis 1:14-15says,
“And God said, "Let there be lights in the expansef the sky to separate the day from the night, and
let them serve as signs to mark seasons and dayglgmears, and let them be lights in the expanse die
sky to give light on the earth." And it was s0."The sun and moon mark day and night only if yoseoie
them from earth; and they are tgive light on the earth.” So the passage is earth-centered in several ways,
and perhaps the idea that what is occurring officitneh day is the clearing of clouds so that the, snoon,
and stars are visible from earth is not as farkiedicas it sounds at first.

. . Heb T4
| usually don’t do this to you, but before moviog, | would &

!‘ike foi us to learn abo“ut two He?rew words. Thetfis, R (para ) =iy ( '558)
bara,” and it means, “to create,” and it is especiallydis T T

when something entirely new is being created outtodiing. create make, shape,

The second igasah,” and it means, “to make,” and isused i g4z h“']:g?ﬂ;“&“g'“h

a very broad way to mean anything that is shaesdhidéned, Wy, SIHRT3

or accomplished. S6hara,” means, “to create,” in a very ) )
narrow and specific sense, dagah,” means, “to make,” in a ?‘1’"‘:‘; {f_lﬁlﬁi ?‘}"‘1"1“1 m‘!;‘fm
very wide and general sense. i 1:16, 1:25, 1:26, 1:21



It is good to be aware of the difference betwéwrsée two words becaudzara,” appears only three
times in Genesis chapter one, in verses 1, 212#@n6enesis 1:1 is, of course, the original creagieent.
Genesis 1:21 is the original creation of anima;ldnd Genesis 1:27 is the creation of man. Athefother
places where God makes something in Genesis chaptethe word in the original Hebrew fasah.”

Day-age interpreters would say that this distorcin word usage shows that the original creation o
time, space, matter and energy from nothing happe@G&nesis 1:1, and that what is described in mbst
the rest of the creation story is the shaping oniiog of the matter and energy that was previousdated
into the things that we see in the world today. e exceptions are the creation of animal and hulife,
each of which requires something entirely new thatot exist before.

We will talk more about interpretation issues negek, and we will also take a brief look at therkl
24-Hour Day interpretation. But for today, | thiitks time to move on to some spiritual truths. Retless of
what approach is used to interpreting Genesis, &rereome clear truths which Genesis teaches us.

God created the sun, moon, and stars, and Heedrdisgm with a purpose
As Genesis 1:14lsays,let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days
and years.” Notice that they are created to, “serve,” and mhisst mean that
they are created to serve mankind. Perhaps theretlaer purposes also, but
Genesis clearly teaches us that they are for theftv®f mankind. Knowing
this, it is ridiculous for people to worship thensmoon, or stars. Yet,
throughout history, people have fallen into worshiiphings which God
created. When we look at the beauty of the sunjmaed stars, we should give thanks to God forterga
them for our benefit. But we should never bow daathem or speak of them as objects of worship,
because that is an insult to God. When someongdyiou a gift, you do not give thanks to the giftu give
thanks to the person who gave the gift. Likewise do not offer thanks to the sun, moon, or staesoffier
thanks to God who created them.
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Also, notice that although the sun, moon, andsstarve as signs to mark seasons and days andg years
they do not serve as signs of good luck or bad, lackf how your love life will develop. The Bibteaches
us to discard superstitious and harmful practitesdood luck charms, fortune telling and astrolagy
such practices show that a person is putting fagh in something other than in God. Remembemtbeds
of Joshua, who led the people of Israel into thmmised land of Israel. Joshua told the pedptshua
24:14), “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all fithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers
worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and servthe Lord.” Many of us come from families that do
not honor God. For some of us, Egypt and idol wigralne no further away than the living room or ko
of the house we share with our families. But for salvation and for the salvation of our families have
the opportunity to choose to serve the Lord, thea@r God who made all things and who has proved Hi
love for us at the cross of Christ. Let's get rfcewerything that dishonors God and that weakemgaith.
Let's serve the Lord in all faithfulness.

In Genesis 1:20we read;And God said, "Let the water teem with living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth acrosthe expanse of the sky."
Whatever we may see in the sky, or find in the kdepf the ocean, it is there
because God created it and placed it there. Whapegeess or method God may,
or may not, have used to form these creaturethiatjs exist because God willed
them to exist. As Christians, we have great jogxploring nature and discovering
the wonders of God’s creation, because we knowathaf these things come fro
the Hand of God and the beauty of nature speadfs great love for us.

Blessing.” This title comes froBenesis 1:22where we readGod blessed them
and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fll the water in the seas, and let
the birds increase on the earth."”In order to be fruitful and multiply, the creatsre
needed God’s blessing. In the church and in ouvihgial lives of faith, we also need
God'’s blessing. Without God’s favor and grace, wenot grow and multiply.




In our personal lives, we need the blessing of axtder to be fruitful for His
kingdom. It is the blessing of God'’s Spirit in dives that allows us to bear fruit.
Galatians 5:22-23speaks of this fruit of the SpiriBut the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodnessthhilness, gentleness and
self-control. Against such things there is no law.”

And in our church, we need the blessing of Goaorder to grow and glorify
Him in all that we do. Just before Jesus returodieriven, irActs 1:8 He told the
disciples,’But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit canes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in allutlea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth."They already knew the gospel, but before they weady to go
out and turn the world upside down with the Gooavblef Jesus, they needed a
special blessing from the Lord, the filling of tHely Spirit.

IV. Closing

What do you think? Do you need a blessing fromLitv&? | know that | do.
And | have Good News for us, the Lord does comgstand give us His blessings
when we seek Him and walk in His wafsalm 119:2 tells us,"Blessed are they
who keep his statutes and seek him with all theirdart.” This year, let us seek
Him with our whole heart and strive to walk in kays. And let us wait and watch
expectantly for His blessing in our lives, our hamand in our church. Let’s pray!

V. Closing Prayer



