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[. Introduction

Good morning! We have been working our way throcigéipter one of Genesi
for several weeks, and today we have come to Dath#6climax of God’s creative
activity. In our study, we have looked at sevemgdraaches to interpretation but, in
all of these approaches, one conclusion is ines&tapahe Bible clearly teaches th
mankind is the masterpiece of God’s creative wdHe creation of the heavens an
the earth, and of all the plants and animals aarpble and preparation leading u
to the creation of humankind. But rather than mgkia proud of our high position,
the knowledge that we are the pinnacle of God'atowa should humble us as we
realize that all we are comes from the hand of Getls begin by reading Genesis 1:24-31.

II. Scripture: Genesis 1:24-31 (NIV)

[24] And God said, "Let the land produce living &neres according to their kinds: livestock,
creatures that move along the ground, and wild alsireach according to its kind." And it was so.
[25] God made the wild animals according to théiidk, the livestock according to their kinds,
and all the creatures that move along the groundrding to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. [26] Then God said, "Let us make man in mage, in our likeness, and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, ekrerlivestock, over all the earth, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground."
[27] So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.
[28] God blessed them and said to them, "Be frughd increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and thishif the air and over every living creature that
moves on the ground." [29] Then God said, "l give gvery seed-bearing plant on the face of the
whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seet They will be yours for food. [30] And tolal
the beasts of the earth and all the birds of thara all the creatures that move on the
ground--everything that has the breath of lifetifl give every green plant for food." And it was
so. [31] God saw all that he had made, and it veag good. And there was evening, and there was
morning--the sixth day.

lll. Teaching

Before we go into the details of this passageyuld like to introduce one more approach to
interpreting the overall account of creation, thieital Day Theory. The Literal Day Theory arguestthe
six days of creation and also the seventh daystfaee literal 24-hour days. There are four magorations
of the Literal Day Theory, so for awareness | wikntion all four, but then we will focus on onesien.

1. The first version, says that the days are litéxa that they
are days of revelation, not creation. The ideaas God 1, Six Days of Visions
revealed the history of creation to Moses in siysdaf 2. Six Days with gaps in between
.. .. 3. Six Days of Restoration
visions and that Moses recorded each vision ay.a da 4. Six Consecutive Days
2. The second version says that creation occunrsiiliteral mo 0% A 24BEOEDELE
days, but that the days are separated by longgseabtime.

3. The third version says that there are six litenal
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destruction, not original creation. This versiomis




expansion of the Gap Theory, which proposes thaetls a gap between Genesisl:1 and 1:2, during
which Satan fell, so that life and much of the learas destroyed and had to be restored.

4. The fourth version says that the six days &eedi and consecutive and that all God’s creativekw
occurred during these six days. This version isroftalled the Young Earth Theory, since it leads to
a very recent date for the creation of the heaaedsthe earth.

This last version is probably the most famous bseadvocates of the Young Earth Theory have been
in the newspapers a lot in recent years, espediatlye United States. Here are a few of the points
commonly cited by advocates of the Literal 24-HbDa.

The Bible should be taken literally. Therefore, whiesays, “day,” it means day.
Hebrew grammar and word usage indicate that the dagyliteral and consecutive.
In the Ten Commandments, the wording of ExodusRdicates that the days are literal.

Exodus 20:11says,‘For in six days the Lord made the heavens and thearth, the sea, and all that
is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Theme the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy.” For a variety of reasons, | find other interpretas of Genesis more convincing, but | do have to
agree that Exodus 20:11 seems to support the astingeand Literal Six Day view. Next week, we will
review and compare the various interpretationttla linore, but for today it is time to move on ther
things. Let’s take a closer look at some key vensésday’s Scripture.

Genesis 1:25, “God made the wild animals according their kinds, the livestock according to
their kinds, and all the creatures that move alonghe ground according to their kinds. And God saw
that it was good.” The next time that you read a news story or sdiertrticle that mentions the division of
animals and plants into various categories, sudpeasies, genus, and R——
orders, you may wish to remember that these sysbéiiassification were = "7 ¢ ==
largely inspired by the Bible’s description of Goeating His creatures,
“according to their kinds.” |

God created the animal and plant kingdoms witlag;ghere is e M
organization in God’s kingdom. Many Christians wbeay that the basic = .. = Time
categories that God established at the time otioreaannot be changed.

For example, some Christians accept the ideaithva, Itigers, leopards, and house cats all evdhad a
common ancestor, but reject the idea that catslagd could have a common ancestor. Other Christians
draw the line in different places, perhaps acceptiat all carnivores have a common ancestor, en ev
accepting most of the ideas of evolution. HoweaBI1Christians need to reject the idea that lifehis result
of random chance. Whatever processes He may hade @ed created all things. The world is not treailte
of random chance; it was designed and created by Go

Genesis 1:26, “Then God said, "Let us make man inus image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the aigver the livestock, over all the earth, and over athe
creatures that move along the ground."’Here we see two very important truths and one deegtery.
The first truth is that man is made in the imag&ofl. And the second truth is that man is to ruer ahe
earth. This idea of ruling has two major aspeaitharity and responsibility. Because mankind habarity
over the earth, mankind is also responsible fopery caring for the earth.
For this reason, Christians should be aware ofaatigle in their concern for
environmental issues. Of course, there are mamyjays about what should
and should not be done. But the Bible does teathaigaking care of the
planet is part of our original responsibility.

The mystery in Genesis 1:26 is that God refeldiboself in the plural,
saying, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likenessThis is an
extraordinary statement. And the statement is na&da more extraordinary when we look also at the
following verse Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own imaga,the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.”

Who is speaking to whom when it saylset us make man in our image, in our likeness"This



cannot be God speaking to the angels, because i@bith@ angels have no common likeness. But if God i
speaking to Himself, why would He use the pluraihf®d And, why would God speak to Himself anyway?
There certainly cannot be more than one God, beacau$e next verse we see that God is once again
singular, as all of the Bible testifies. But howndaod make marfjn our likeness,” and“in His own

image”? Genesis 1:26 and 1:27 teach us something amdmitly God and man are simultaneously singular
and plural.

At the beginning of our study of Genesis, | dhiat Genesis 1:1 by itself refutes all systemsebjion
and philosophy that do not accept the existen@esifigle all-powerful God. And when we talked ahigut
we found that basically, that eliminates almostrgieng except Judaism, Islam, and Christianitydt
believe in Genesis 1:1 and have the courage of gmuvictions, you almost have to be a Jew, Mustim,
Christian. And at the time | also said that befoeefinished the first chapter of Genesis, that veell see
that only Christianity is fully compatible with wh&enesis teaches.

Many people have tried to find other explanatiflmghe mysterious words of Genesis 1:26-27, but |
think that only the Christian doctrine of the Ttinadequately explains these verses. Only the idectf the
Trinity explains how God can be both plural andysiar, why God speaks to Himself, and how human
beings are also both plural and singular, in thegenof God. God is one God in three persons, Fcboer,
and Holy Spirit. And human beings are body, sond] spirit, yet one person. The Trinity is stampadegery
person.

Other ways in which humankind displays the imafg@ad include our
capacity for selfless love, our ability and driee €reating new things, our /
understanding of right and wrong, and our longimgspiritual connection. But, - = \@,—;
of course, an image is not the same as the origtdlthe honor of being the /\ -
only creatures made in God’s own image is still zZing As images of God, we ;
are able to have a full and rewarding relationstith God. "_ -

;.
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In all of creation, only people are made in thage of God. We are different than animals in very
profound ways, because of thi3enesis 2:tells us “the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath ofife, and the man became a living being.God made
the animals, and in a sense the animals are &@iveonly mankind is a living being in the senset tBanesis
2:7 speaks of, which refers to, | think, spiritlitd. By the way, some people are confused by Gergand
think that it is a second creation account. Buteéfunderstand that Genesis chapter 2 is mostlyra mo
detailed version of the events of Day #6, thengh&mno problem. We will talk about this more wives
study the Garden of Eden.

God loves us; He created us in His image, andraigges for our needs&enesis 1:29, “Then God
said, "l give you every seed-bearing plant on theate of the whole earth and every tree that has frui
with seed in it. They will be yours for food.”Here God provides food for our bodies, but He giswvides
for our spiritual needs as well. It is interestthgt apparently human beings were originally veugta.
After Noah'’s flood, God gives the animals for famdo, but before that, people were to be vegetsirian

IV. Closing

Genesis 1:31, “God saw all that he had made, andwtas very good. And there was evening, and
there was morning--the sixth day.”God is a loving God and He created all things g&zdlly, our sins has
separated us from God. But just as God met our fardidod for our bodies, God also meets our qymit
need. While He was on this earth, our Lord Jesufanted sin and death and TR
won the victory, even paying the price for our ansthe cross. As Jesus said to B
the Samaritan woman, He also says talabn 4:14, “whoever drinks the water &
I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | gve him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life? God created us as spiritual beings
with a need for spiritual sustenance. And througgud, God meets our need,
offering us spiritual drink, bringing eternal life.

V. Closing Prayer



