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[. Introduction

Good morning! | thought you might enjoy this. This
Reverend Fun cartoon shows a man sleeping in &lcimaw,
laying across two women’s laps. One woman saylsé¢®ther,
“I'm terribly sorry about that... It's just that Bilas really
moved during last week’s “The Seventh Day is thg @feRest”
sermon.”This cartoon is a nice introduction to our topc f
today. So let's go ahead and read about the sedegttihe day

of rest in Genesis 2:1-4a. ' PREADFULLY SORRY AROUT THAT ... TS
JUST THAT BILL WS REALLY MOVED DURING
LAST WEEK™S "THE SEVENTH PAY IS THE DAY

Il. Scripture: Genesis 2:1-4a (NIV) OF REST" SERMON

[1]Thus the heavens and the earth were completetl their vast array. [2] By the seventh day
God had finished the work he had been doing; stheseventh day he rested from all his work.
[3] And God blessed the seventh day and made yt betause on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done. [4a] This is the accofitiie heavens and the ear
when they were created.

lll. Teaching

Chapter and verse numbers are very helpful whewave to find a particular g
Scripture. However, we need to remember that tveren’t any chapter and verse numbers i |n the cHigln
text. In fact, the numbering systems we use arepesatively recent, perhaps dating only from abbat13’
century for the chapter numbers and about tiecetury for the verse numbers.

I mention this because, as you may have noticeddéd today’s passage in the middle of verse 4.
Many Bibles place a break here to signal thatiiag be an important division, signaling the conidof
the creation week. If so, then the story of thatom week begins ibenesis 1:1, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earthAnd, concludes witlésenesis 2:4a, “This is the account of the
heavens and the earth when they were createdThere is a sort of symmetry between the two veldes
bookends that enclose the passage. This type aheimynis fairly common in the Old Testament. And, i
this case, it prevents us from making the mistdkaioking that the Garden of Eden story is a selcon
creation story, when actually it is a more detadedcription of Day #6.

Genesis 2:1-2tell us,“Thus the heavens and the earth were completed irldheir vast array. By
the seventh day God had finished the work he had ba doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all
his work.” God created the heavens and the earth and evegyththem. Even time and space are the work
of God’s hand, created along with matter and enanglall things. God created this world from noghirt
all, solely by His divine will and His spoken womdotice also that God finished His work. The heavand
the earth are complete, lacking nothing necessaityet whole.

When | was in junior high school, | took a couirs@&oodworking. The focus
of the course was on making furniture, and we veaeh supposed to make
something. My project was a walnut bookcase. Atitme, | was interested in
learning, but a bit lazy about doing. So | learhed to make the bookcase, but @
once | knew how, | lost interest in actually doihd got a poor grade, because |
never finished the project. How about you? Have gweer left a project half-done
and never finished? Maybe this has happened to ofiast.




God isn't like that. God always finishes what Harts. In Genesis 1:1,
God began to create, and by Genesis 2:1, God hestiéid. When we look
around this world, we see many beautiful things.9&e the moon and the
starry sky, beautiful sunrises and sunsets, andiaghanimals and gorgeous
flowers. God created all of these wonderful thingd many more. And God
finished His work of creating the heavens and ti¢he

But this doesn’t mean that God is sort of sittimgund and not doing
anything anymore. On the contrary, God is still kitog. In John 5, some of the
Jews persecuted Jesus because He healed a parabzexh the Sabbath day:
(John 5:17)But, “Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his wik to this very day, and I, too, am
working."” It was the Sabbath day, and God the Father, anldi@@oSon were both working. And | am sure
that the Holy Spirit was also working. But God'swas Creator was unique. And that work was dedlare
complete in Genesis 2:1.

Genesis 2:3ells us this alsdAnd God blessed the seventh day and made it holpecause on it he
rested from all the work of creating that he had doe.” God rested, ceasing His creative activity. We often
rest because we get tired, but God does not get iod rested for a different reason; God restedise
the work of creating the heavens and the earthfiwefied. And God’s rest from His work as Createerss
to be continuing still today, which makes senseabse creation was completed.

This verse also says50d blessed the seventh day and made it holyThis is the first time that the
word, “holy,” appears and we should take a momewonsider what it means. Throughout Scripture,;whe
something is made holy, it has the meaning of beaigside for God’s special purposes. So here, the
seventh day is declared to be special, and ittiasde for God’s purposes. Later in Scripture, Gives the
Sabbath day command, but the principle is alreadgaled here. The Sabbath day is a pattern which Go
established for our benefit. We should take timeafbioly observance each week to focus on the shoihg
God and to rest in His presence. We don’t wangttebalistic about it, but we should not ignoreither.

The idea of holiness is essential to what it meare the people of God. Notice the word$lebrews
12:14, “Make every effort to live in peace with alimen and to be holy; without holiness no one willee
the Lord.” As Christians, we need to consider ourselves taasée for God’s purposes. But we are not able
to do this by our own efforts. Rather, it is Godrlwing within us. And, just as God finished His wark
creating, we can be sure that God will finish Hizrkvin us as well. Paul speaks of thidihilippians 1:6,
saying,“being confident of this, that he who began a goodork in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.”| mentioned a moment ago that Genesis 2:3 isitbietime that the word,
“holy,” appears in Scripture. But later in Scripgut is revealed that God chose to make us holgrbefie
even began to create the heavens and the &pftlesians 1:4aeveals this sayingFor he chose us in him
before the creation of the world to be holy and blaeless in his sight." When we follow Jesus we can
have peace in our hearts, because we know thatfd@gys finishes what He starts.

Well, | promised to speak a little more aboutiiptetations of the Genesis week today, so let'srbeg
with a short review. We talked about the Gap Thaehych proposes that there is a long gap of tietevben
Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. This doesn’t deal directihie six days, so the Gap Theory is often combiwig
other interpretations. We also talked about thenessork Gop Teory T
View, which interprets the six days as a literagniework
designed to focus our attention on theologicahtrut

Gap in Time (PRI O# )

After that, we discussed the Day-Age Theory, which
sees the six days as representing six long peobtisie.

Genesis (BIHR) 1:2

And last week we took a look at four versions @ Lliteral- oo Thecry : -
Day Theory, which argue for six normal 24-hour days FE R R R e Do ofRerton
i e L ix Consecutive Days
Supporters of each of these views have written [’1 @ [[i E L*i “ : e

numerous articles and books explaining why theyktiihat
own theory is the best. Gap Theory people pointioait
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void in Genesis 1:2. Framework View supportersthayr viewpoint reveals
deep theological truths, and frees us from the neeeconcile Genesis with
science theory. Day-Age Theory supporters stressGlod is the author of
both nature and the Bible, and that thereforembaent disagreements
should be resolved. Literal Day supporters emphkasie absolute power ang@i’
goodness of God and say that we should acceptadivevpords of the text.

There are also other interpretations which | hastementioned. So there are lots of choices. Buthkvh
one is correct? Truth cannot be divided; so thaustrne one correct interpretation. But which onig?igs it
one of these, or is it something we have not elienght of? Let me tell you very simply, | don’t kmal
don’t know for sure. And, pardon me, but you ddmow either. We have opinions, but none of us has
special knowledge that would allow us to say fataia which interpretation is correct. Persondllyyink
the evidence for the Day-Age Theory is strongest @i. But that is just my opinion. If you disagréhat is
okay.

The Bible clearly reveals that God, starting withthing, created the
heavens and the earth with a plan and a purposeddtails of how God did
this are mostly unknown but we know that God dicitd that is the most
important thing. If we have faith in God, we caave the details to Him.

But when we share with others, we should remertitztrmost people
believe the Big Bang Theory and the Theory of Etioluas taught in the schools. And regardless obmn
opinions about those theories, when you are trigrghare about Jesus, arguing about science taekdg.
So sometimes it is better to focus first on thestjoas that science cannot answer. After the paosopomes
a Christian, then there may be time for arguingualsoience if you still want to.

Take a look at this slide. By the way, | wouldelito say thank
you to Reverend Ralph Cox, a fifty-five-year misgioy in Takamatsu Making New Things 1104 &
for the basic approach | am sharing here. Anywégvever we make

something new, we begin with an idea. Next, tha idedeveloped into Finished
a plan to fulfill a purpose. But after that, a puotion process has to ——
happen in order to turn the idea into a finishestpct. So, for o - PL“,‘:‘C';::“ | Resut
example, if someone wants to make a new cell phtbeg,begin with  BETE, R
the idea and then they develop a plan to achieveésired purpose. nga‘ife F Mt
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After that, some kind of production process iststirand the new

product is finished. If the result is good, it fliff its purpose. Every
product you can name, and especially every comgystem, began as an idea, went through a production
process, and then became a finished product. bf Aliman experience, every time we have beentable
observe from the beginning how something new wademae see these steps.

Now look at this slide. The Creator God had amjaeade a plan
with a purpose, and established a process to pecglu@amazing product s
this world in which we live. But science cannot fee whole picture. |
Science sees only the finished product, and frastfithished product
science develops theories about the productioregEven if we
assume for the moment that the Big Bang Theory|Ufemary Theory,
and other modern scientific theories are all cdrnee are still only
talking about the production process for how theldveras made. F’*ép;;"
Science cannot see back before the beginning girthduction process. |
Therefore, science cannot answer questions abeytlém and the
purpose for the world.

Creator God Hii&x
|dea

| Plan . P;ﬁgg:g" b | This World
| Cott
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Yet as human beings, we want to know the Idea Wlam had the idea for making this world. We also
want to know whether or not we are fulfilling owrpose as human beings. We want to know God and His
will for our lives. But science cannot help us mudgth these questions. To answer these questionsesd
to open the Bible. Science might be able to helpitis the, “when, what, and how,” of the world, but
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science cannot explain, “why, or what for.” If yatant to know why the world exists and what we areeh
for, you will need to hear the gospel and reacHitde.

IV. Closing

Genesis 2:2, “By the seventh day God had finishetie work he had been doing; so on the seventh
day he rested from all his work.” God finished the work of creation, and restedsMarse reminds me of
John 19:3Q where it tells us that just before He dies, Jasid, It is finished.”

On the cross on that day, Jesus finished payinth#osins of the world. i\
Therefore, when we trust in Jesus, we can reshd\Ve peace in the knowledge
that Jesus has finished all the work that was macgd$or our salvation. Let's
close withHebrews 4:9-10, “There remains, then, a Sabbath-ré$or the
people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest algests from his own
work, just as God did from his.”

V. Closing Prayer



