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l. Introduction Rl TR

Good morning! In this Reverend Fun cartoon, Jesshown as
a boy in school. He has sketched the cross anentipgy tomb on the
board. And, the caption readdesus blows some minds on, “What
want to be when | Grow Up” Day.This cartoon is all about
anticipation. The Bible passage we will look atagds also full of
anticipation about things to come. There is addatk about, so let’'s
get started. Let’s begin by reading Genesis 5:1-5.

_ JHSUS BLOWS SOME MINDS ON “WHAT | WANT
Il. Teaching o BE WHEN | GROW UP™ DAY

Genesis 5:1-5 “[1] This is the written account of Aam's line. When God created man, he
made him in the likeness of God. [2] He created tine male and female and blessed them. And
when they were created, he called them "man." [3] Wen Adam had lived 130 years, he had a
son in his own likeness, in his own image; and heamed him Seth. [4] After Seth was born,
Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughse [5] Altogether, Adam lived 930
years, and then he died.”

These verses introduce a genealogy of the .

people of God that connects Adam and Noah. In | Name Child Born _Age at Death
table form, it looks like this. As you can see, mos | Adam (7 # A) 130 930
people listed lived more than 900 years. When Seth (& }) 105 912
people look at this, they typically raise two Enosh (= / ¥ =) 90 905
objections. The first issue raised is usually vl | Kenan (77 ) 70 910
life spans. The second is usually the ages of the | Mahalalel (= /"5 A L) 65 895
fathers’ when children are born. These ages refle¢t jared (f = L F) 162 962
time when conditions on earth were very different| gnoch (= / 2) 65 taken
than they are today. The life spans drop dramafical methuselah (* = 5) 187 969
after Noah'’s flood. But even with very different Lamech (L 2 2%) 182 777
conditions, could people really have lived over 900 Noah (/ 7) 500 950
years?

Last week, | saw in the news that Japan’s oldestqn, Kaku
Yamanaka, had died at the age of 113. And themebieminican woman,
Ma Pompo, whose family and friends say is 128 yehtsalthough
official records are not available. So some petipéea long time, but
900 years? Is a 900 year human lifespan possible?

The Bible indicates that conditions on earth waxey different
before Noah’s flood. In particular the referencéh®, “floodgates of heaven,” in Genesis 7:11 nmalydate
that there was a lot more water in the atmosphefer® the flood. If so, then thick cloud cover niigave
provided protection from harmful radiation and gtntted to long life spans. Some Bible scholars &gk
to the Tree of Life as a possible explanation ffier long life spans. People often assume that Adardc
have gained eternal life by eating from the Trekif#f just once. But perhaps the meaning of thepBare is
actually that Adam would live forever as long asbatinued to eat from the Tree of Life regulatso,
Adam and Eve might have eaten from the Tree of wiide in Eden, and residual benefits might last fo
generations, allowing long life spans for some tewen after they left Eden.



These theories are somewhat speculative, butcbmyect the long life spans to issues of envirorimen
and diet. Modern scientists also often look togheironment and to diet, as well as to gene therabgn
they search for ways to extend human life. A feiersitsts in this field :
have made very bold predictions about the possitufidramatically Fg iorbarichios " o 1
slowing the aging progress, and even conservatiemtsts believe
that progress is being made on finding ways to pelgple live longer. T —————
Is a 900 year human lifespan possible? | belieisebitsed on the Neenmime 4 i“{.!ﬁ
record in the Bible. In future years, as reseamttinues, there may ... S
also be some solid science behind the possibiligxtremely long life e

I

spans. ?_.,‘—} o

The second objection that some people raise isteanswer. If healthy 900 year life spans are
possible, then having children in middle age, eafetine age of 500, is not unreasonable. | shosla @bint
out that the genealogy does not necessarily fistiorn sons. For example, we know for sure thét Benot
the first born. The genealogy does not follow fhe bf the first born; it follows the line that Wiéventually
lead to Jesus, the Savior who was prophesied ir€®6:15.

Regardless of what other issues there are, wddhotice that > S |
the genealogies, like all of Scripture, teach ingpair theological 7 e 1 ‘1}
lessons. When we looked at the genealogy of Caieimesis 4, there f "‘_'_}' ey
was a list of descendents, but no ages were gi@in’s descendents .4 & ¥
probably lived long lives also. But the author ar@sis does not  H et e -
record that. Only the descendents of Seth, thosecaled on the i R -
Name of the Lord, are given ages to show their ldagspans. This § e N
speaks of God’s blessing on those who love Him. @éwmple of God Q{’} S ':g}l
have a hope, a future, and long life, but for thigdeen of Cain who £ SN

followed his violent ways, there is only uncertgiit this life and no hope for the future.

Even more importantly, the genealogy of the peopléod continues throughout the rest of the Old
Testament all the way to Jesus, the Messiah whqveasised in Genesis 3:15. Despite their long lives
death came to the children of Seth, but they alvisagsthe promise that there was a Savior to conee wh
would defeat death. Some people also find theotbg@aching in the meaning of the names, or evehdn
numbers in the genealogies. For example, BibleheraChuck Missler has translated the ten names in
Genesis 5 and put them together in a sentencertotfos prophecy about the coming Messidlath (was)
appointed mortal sorrow: (but) the blessed God khal
come down teaching (that) His death shall bring the | Adam (7 # A), Seth (& 1), Enosh (= / ¥/ =),
despairing comfort.”Such interpretations are Kenan (7 Y), Mahalalel (=/~Z /L= V), Jared
controversial, especially since the meaning of some | (f =V F), Enoch (= / 7), Methuselah (* F ¥ =
the names is disputed, but even if we are unsutleeof | <), Lamech(l- X 7), Noah (/ 7)
exact meaning, it seems that the genealogies pisodab
have prophetic meaning. “Man (was) appointed mortal sorrow: (but) the
blessed God shall come down teaching (that) His

While we are speaking of controversial issues let death shall bring the despairing comfort.”
look at Genesis 6:1-2yWWhen men began to increase
in number on the earth and daughters were bornto | A/&/d, SETNEDZEL A5 52 547503,
them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men| # iz ##/%, &Y THIE 50 DIEIC > THE%
were beautiful, and they married any of them they FICRIO 5% 5L H% 5,
chose.”The most obvious interpretation of this verse i
to understand it as referring to intermarriage leetwthe godly line of the sons of Seth and the luteug of
the ungodly line of Cain. But as we will see in ente, this interpretation leaves us with a diffi@uestion.

Iy

Genesis 6:3tells us,"Then the Lord said, "My Spirit will not contend wi th man forever, for he is
mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years” This verse has been interpreted in two ways. One
way is to understand it as referring to shortenimglife spans of individual people to 120 yeatse Bther
way is to see it as referring to all of mankindaashole, in which case it is a prophecy that No#bsd will
come in 120 years. Either way, it speaks of Gagtigjnent of the wicked.



This brings us t@&enesis 6:4“The Nephilim were on the earth in those days--analso
afterward--when the sons of God went to the daughts of men and had children by them. They were
the heroes of old, men of renown.This is a mysterious vers&/ho were the Nephilim? And, if the contact
between the, “sons of God,” and the, “daughtemnen,” just refers to intermarriage between godiy med
ungodly women, why would their children become acsl category of people? This is a mystery. lingy
to solve this mystery, some Bible interpreters tawggested that, “the sons of God,” here might riefe
angels. People who suggest this sometimes refet@ksnother mysterious vergPeter 2:4-5. “For if
God did not spare angels when they sinned, but setitem to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons
to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the anient world when he brought the flood on its ungodi
people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteomgss, and seven othersWhat was the sin of these
angels? We don’t know. But if the, “sons of Gody'Genesis 6:4 and these angels were the sameahtiten
would provide answers to both mysteries. So you heayr this theory sometimes. But we should be casii
because we don’t even know if this kind of intimetstact between angels and humans is possiblé iSo,
probably best to let these verses remain mystarigsGod reveals the answer.

This brings us to a very severe warning. God didspare the ancient world. When their sin becaroe t
terrible, God judged them and destroyed them inH'¢oidood. Genesis 6:5-ells us.

“[5] The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on thearth had become, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only @l all the time. [6] The Lord was grieved
that he had made man on the earth, and his heart vedilled with pain. [7] So the Lord said,
"I will wipe mankind, whom | have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals,
and creatures that move along the ground, and birdsf the air--for | am grieved that | have
made them."

The terrible sinfulness of the people caused tirel lgreat pain and
sorrow and the Lord chose to destroy the anciemnldie a massive
flood. As we will see in a moment, both Enoch arwhN preached and
prophesied to the people. But the children of Gtilhdid not repent,
and finally God sent the flood and they drownedt iBwould be a
mistake for us to assume that all of those peogletto hell. On the
contrary, the rising flood might have been justtthiag to bring them to
repentance. Faced with pouring rain and rising kvéte people had to
make a choice. They could either curse God forisgriddgment, or they could at last repent of tisans
and cry out to God for mercy. Make no mistake. @dtjudge the wicked. However, | believe that the
whole of Scripture also teaches us that God'’s jualgris designed to bring repentance. It may betheat
flood was the only thing that had the power to ¢ptimose people to repentance. We do not know i@, fut
I wonder whether perhaps we may meet many peogleanen who repented only when the flood finally
convinced them to take the warnings of the propbeti®usly.

But there were a few people who chose to seekdhd even before disaster came. Genesis 5: 21-24
tells us.“[21] When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became tHather of Methuselah. [22] And after he
became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked witsod 300 years and had other sons and daughters.
[23] Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. [24] Enoctvalked with God; then he was no more, because
God took him away.” Enoch walked with God. That means that Enoch heldse relationship with God,
trusting God and obeying Him in all things, andihgwellowship with Him. And then one day, God took
Enoch away. Notice that Enoch did not die. Enoatmis of only two people in the Bible who go to bigéhw
God without dying first. The other one is ElijahKihgs 2:11).

Enoch warned the wicked people to rep@uatle 14-15gives us a sample of his messdgmoch, the
seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "Sethe Lord is coming with thousands upon
thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, anadl tonvict all the ungodly of all the ungodly actshey
have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsiwords ungodly sinners have spoken against him."”

Another person who walked with God was No@knesis 6:8ells us that Noah was different than the
wicked people around him. It sayBut Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”And next week, in
Genesis 6:9, we will see that Noah also walked @itid. Enoch and Noah lived in times when they were
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surrounded by people who rejected God, but thegeladbetter way. They chose to walk with God.
lll. Closing

Last week we saw that the people had a choicey €buld head for the city of Cain, or they coudih]
Seth’s family in calling on the Name of the Lordais city probably had thick walls for defensedan
advanced music and technology. It represents aoivilynking that values money, pleasure, and petson
security, protected by violence. On the other héimel children of Seth had very different valuegytballed
upon the Name of the Lord. Today, we are faced aisimilar choice. The crowds chase after money,
entertainment, and earthly security. Unless we slown and think -
carefully, we will be deceived into following themut if we love
God, then we need to turn off the wide road thatl$eto judgment,
and unto the narrow path that leads to life. Tloevcris often wrong.
Following the crowd will not lead us to a lovindagonship with the
Lord. We have to take a different road if we waaitdiwship with
God. We need to walk with God, like Enoch and Noah.

What was the basic difference between Enoch arahod the ungodly people around them? It was
faith. They walked with God and preached righteessrbecause they had faith in God and in His love.

Hebrews 11:5-7praises them for their faittBy faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that ke did
not experience death; he could not be found, becaais$sod had taken him away. For before he was
taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.A6p without faith it is impossible to please God,
because anyone who comes to him must believe that éxists and that he rewards those who earnestly
seek him. [7] By faith Noah, when warned about thigs not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save
his family. By his faith he condemned the world andecame heir of the righteousness that comes by
faith.” Enoch and Noah had faith. What about us? Do we faith? Have we made the choice to trust in
God and in His love? Let's make the choice of fadtthay and every day.

Today’s Bible passage is full of anticipation abthe coming Messiah, and also about the coming
judgment of the flood. Some things in the passagelificult to understand, but the big messagthef
passage is very clear. Regardless of what the pewpund them do, because of their faith, the eigin
walk with God. Let’s pray

IV. Closing Prayer



