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[. Introduction

Good morning and Happy Father’s Day! Today weraneembering
fathers and their very important role. A strondn&tchild relationship is a
wonderful thing and a great joy for the whole familowever, | am also very
aware that many parents and children do not haveltdse relationship that
they would like to have.

Instead of being filled with peace, love, and lateg, many homes are a
little tense. Perhaps you can relate to this fapiigto from the movié;The
Squid and the WhaleThere is a lot of tension in their New York honiaey 4
are having some serious trouble communicating @dith other. Even the catf_ 3
looks tense. If your home is a little tense, ormeadot tense, perhaps today’s
message will be helpful. But | should warn you,agd Bible passage does
not give you a good example of how to build a hafgpyily. On the contrary,
it portrays a family making some very bad decisidg we can learn from
that; we can learn from other people’s mistakegslstart by reading the story, Genesis 16:1-14.

ll. Scripture: Genesis 16:1-14 (NIV)

[1] Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no creéldl But she had an Egyptian maidservant
named Hagar; [2] so she said to Abram, "The Losikegpt me from having children. Go, sleep
with my maidservant; perhaps | can build a fanfigough her." Abram agreed to what Sarai said.
[3] So after Abram had been living in Canaan tesrgeSarai his wife took her Egyptian
maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husbandticshweife. [4] He slept with Hagar, and she
conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, sha begaspise her mistress. [5] Then Sarai
said to Abram, "You are responsible for the wromgnl suffering. | put my servant in your arms,
and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despiseMay the Lord judge between you and
me." [6] "Your servant is in your hands," AbramdsdiDo with her whatever you think best." Then
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. Tfi§ angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring
in the desert; it was the spring that is besidedlael to Shur. [8] And he said, "Hagar, servant of
Sarai, where have you come from, and where argggog?" "I'm running away from my mistress
Sarai," she answered. [9] Then the angel of the kald her, "Go back to your mistress and submit
to her." [10] The angel added, "I will so incregseir descendants that they will be too numerous
to count." [11] The angel of the Lord also saidhés: "You are now with child and you will have a
son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord hearél of your misery. [12] He will be a wild
donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyame everyone's hand against him, and he will
live in hostility toward all his brothers." [13] Slgave this name to the Lord who spoke to her:
"You are the God who sees me," for she said, "ehaw seen the One who sees me." [14] That is
why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is stilere, between Kadesh and Bered.

lll. Teaching W

When two people get married, they naturally expreat children will soon
come. And in ancient cultures, this was far morpdntant than it is today. But,
although they had been married for many years, Wdoreand Sarah did not yet hav
any children. Way back iGenesis 11:3pwhile they were still in Ur, the Scripture




told us,“Now Sarai was barren; she had no children.”Sarai, who is later renamed as Sarah, married
Abraham in Ur, but years passed and she had ndrehil The family moved to Haran, time passed, &ed s
had no children there either.

Finally, they moved to Canaan, the land that thedlhad promised to —
Abraham, but years passed, and still, no childrethat culture, a failure to
have children was a serious issue. It was embantada today’s passage, we :
are told that ten years had passed since thega@ttiCanaan, and still they i ,; .,

had no children. Sarah was no longer young. SheaWeady old, and perhapsg ~ . °
a little desperate. -

What Sarah and Abraham did may seem a bit shot¢ing today. But in that culture, it was probably
not unusual. By the law of that time, the childoérSarah’s maidservant would be Sarah’s childrerd,A
Sarah wanted children, so she did what she thougbinecessargenesis 16:3“So after Abram had
been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife tdoher Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to
her husband to be his wife.”

But after this came a whole bunch of problems. Whakes sense by worldly wisdom is often the
wrong answer. Back in Genesis 12, when there Wasiae in Canaan, Abraham and his family went down
to Egypt and fell into sin and trouble. With hetprh the Lord, they got back out of Egypt, but thegught
back some souvenirs, apparently including HagaEthgptian maidservant. If you happen to be fromgEgy
please do not be offended, this has nothing toittomodern Egypt. But in the Bible, Egypt is often
symbol for worldly thinking and worldly values. Ggj to Egypt to escape the famine was a bad idegn@si
the Egyptian girl to Abraham was a very bad idea.

Sarah was tired of waiting on the Lord’s timiagd perhaps Abraham felt the same way. In any, case
when Sarah placed the temptation in front of Abnahiae did not resist. Wives, do not place tempiestio
front of your husbands. Husbands, most of us nedédten to our wives a lot more than we do, butale®
need to be wise; not every idea is a good idea.allnaf us, men and women, married and single, need
listen to the Lord and trust in Him. Don’t be imjegait to make something happen. Wait on the Lord.
RemembeHabakkuk 2:3, “For the revelation awaits an appoined time; it speaks of the end and will
not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.”

Genesis 16:4-5a, “He slept with Hagar, and she cagiged. When she knew she was pregnant, she
began to despise her mistress. Then Sarai said tdovam, "You are responsible for the wrong | am
suffering. " Men, if you are ever tempted by the idea of havimg wives,
remember this, one man + two women = three warsy Will fight with each S e e
other and they will fight with you. And the fightiflikely continue between e
their children. And regardless of how it startdebyt will say it is all your fault.

Rule #1 in marriage is to be faithful to your speuOne man and one
woman, faithful to one another in good times and), imthe path of peace and = Bt
happiness. A good and faithful relationship betwadmsband and wife will bring joy and refreshrﬂé«ﬁa
drink of cool waterProverbs 5:15puts it this way,Drink water from your own cistern, running water
from your own well.” All other plans will bring big trouble, regardlesEwho came up with the idea.

The hostility that begins here between Sarah aaghHhas never ended. In
Genesis 21, Sarah will give birth to Isaac, thedabf Israel. And Hagar’s child,
Ishmael, is the ancestor of the Arab tribes whoertakir home in Saudi Arabia and
other Middle Eastern countries, as the map shotws.cbnflict between Israel and =
the Arabs is a family fight which still continuesdy. When we see this, we realize
that our choices have an influence, either for goofibr bad, far greater than we
imagine. We need to choose wisely.

While we are here, | want to clear up a commoriakes Many people
confuse the Arab tribes with the Arab World. Thatribes live in a :
relatively small area. But they have influencedldrguage and culture of a
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much larger area, which is often called the Aralsl&/d he Arab World is defined by culture and laage,
not by genealogy.

And we definitely do not want to confuse the Arabth the Muslim
World, which consists of the nations where Islarthesmajor religion. The i
Arab tribes, the Arab World, and the Muslim Worle #hree different o
things. And it is important to remember this beeam®st Muslims do not
speak Arabic, and most Arabic speakers do not helothe Arab tribes.
Furthermore, a sizable minority of both Arabic dgra and the Arab tribes
are not Muslims. There are minority groups of Ciaiss and Jews among & &=
the Arab tribes and throughout the Arab World. £egt back to the Scripture.

Genesis 16:6-7, “"Your servant is in your hands," Aram said. "Do with her whatever you think
best." Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled fom her. The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a
spring in the desert; it was the spring that is bdde the road to Shur.” Abraham made a bad situation
worse by leaving things to Sarah. If Abraham haédroeded, a lot of trouble might have been avoiged.
Abraham did nothing, and Hagar fled. Hagar muselfeit rejected and alone. But God did not forget h
God loved her, and, “the angel of the Lord,” camédr in the desert. This is not an ordinary angetice
Genesis 16:10an ordinary angel might sayhe Lord will increase your descendent8ut this angel
speaks directly as God, sayirigwill so increase your descendants that they wilbe too numerous to
count.”

The angel of the Lord speaks as God, but as we kroom, John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God,
but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's de, has made him known."™No one has seen the
fullness of the Trinity God, Father, Son, and H8}irit. But the One and Only Son, who is God, haslen
Him known. In Genesis 16, and in a number of o@ler Testament passages, “the angel of the Lorafhse
to be Jesus Christ, appearing to people in antimes. Hagar seems to have know that the angéledfdrd
was God, because Genesis 16:13 s&fise‘gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: ‘00 are the
God who sees me," for she said, "I have now seeretl®ne who sees me."”

Genesis 16:11, “The angel of the Lord also said teer: "You are now with child and you will have
a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord hakeard of your misery.” The name Ishmael means,
“God will hear.” We are never really alone, because God is witlHasees and hears all. Hagar must have
remembered this truth every time she said her s@nise, Ishmael. This must have given her strerggot
on and to obey the Lord. And she needed strengtiguse the Lord had commanded a difficult thing.
Genesis 16:9;Then the angel of the Lord told her, "Go back to yarr mistress and submit to her."”

“Submit.” Not an easy thing to do, submission is very ditficBut all of the Lord’s commands are
good, so when He says, “submit,” that is for ounayeod. By the way, the word, “Islam,” means,” siifim
and the central teaching of Islam is submissiaiéowill of God. Not a bad thing; we would all deMto
submit to the will of God. But we also desperataded the love, grace, and mercy of God. And these a
found in Jesus Christ.

Hagar returned to Sarah and Abraham and contimitecthem until Sarah
demanded that she and Ishmael be sent away adteirth of Isaac. This 1668
painting by Claude Lorrain captures the lonelingfsthat moment. Hagar and
Ishmael were sent away, and this time they dideiotrn. Abraham loved Ishmae
and this was a hard thing for Abraha@enesis 21:11tells us,"The matter
distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned hé®n.”

But when Hagar and Ishmael ran out of water indieert, once again God
listened and provided for them. Ishmael grew ughéndesert and Scripture tells|
us that Hagar got a wife for him from Egypt, antahe Lord gave him 12 song
who became twelve tribes. These were the Ishmaeiit® appear in the Old
Testament from time to time, and who eventuallyooee the Arab tribes. It is
fascinating that the Lord, because of His loveAoraham, blessed both Isaac
and Ishmael with twelve sons who became twelvesriBut it is a strong



warning to us that these brothers are not abletalgng with each other. Still, the two brothesthdoved
their father, Abraham andenesis 25:3ells us that when he dietHis sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him
in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field bEphron son of Zohar the Hittite.” This is the same
cave that Abraham had buried his wife Sara in @ardind it is important because it is the establesht of a
new family gravesite in the promised land.

m——

V. Conclusion '

What are the lessons for us here? First of atethis the strong warning in the |
disastrous results of Abraham’s and Sarah’s battehoHusbands and wives, if you.s
want to build a happy home, be faithful to your sges.

Second, fathers, spend time with your childrendRhings to do together with
them. Abraham loved Ishmael and probably spent afltme with him. Later, we
are told, Ishmael became an archer, and it isylitedt Abraham was his teacher.

Third, sons and daughters, don’'t be angry withrymarents for their mistakes. ‘
Maybe your father or mother really blew it. If sou can learn from their mistakes and
try to do better. And the best way to start isetarh forgiveness. Forgive your parents ar™
seek healing in the relationship. Ishmael couldehaeen angry and bitter toward his
father, but although Ishmael was hostile to high®rs, | believe that he loved his fathe

Fourth, if you have already blown it and are |greshd depressed about the mes
then remember that with the Lord there is alwaysehdlagar was lonely and
desperate on more than one occasion, but the laevcher situation and the Lord
heard her cry. Abraham was distressed when heohsehtd Ishmael away, but the Lo
watched over Ishmael. God is always watching ollefas and listening to our
prayers. And at just the right time, He will commelacomfort us. Trust in Him. Be
patient. Wait on Him. And at the right time, He Mift you up and wipe away every tear. Let’s pray.

V. Closing Prayer



