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[. Introduction

Good morning! Today we are going to look at tlerysof Abraham and Isaac, a truly remarkable
passage of Scripture. If you are hearing it forfifret time, this story may seem shocking, but wken
come to understand it, it is a very positive argpiring story. The key to understanding ir;;
to let the light of Christ illuminate the story. \&fnthe shadow of the cross falls across thy
page, many difficult passages are seen to be Ilhelsand inspiring.

Let's take a moment for a little fun. If | saicetie was a joyful day when, as part of
God'’s redemptive plan, a long-promised child wasamilously born at a special time tha
God appointed, what day and what child could tkei2 How many people thought of Jesus
and Christmas? Good! That is an excellent answet.\e should think of Christmas and
the coming of our Savior year-round, because Jesalsiays coming to us in many ways.
Merry Christmas! Is a joyful greeting anytime ofaye

But there is another child who fits the descriptiand that is Isaac, the son of s
Abraham and Sarah. Abraham and Sarah waited fattifet God had promised them for ﬁgg;f’;_;‘
many years, long past the age of child-bearing.fidatly God restored to them the ability -
to have children, and at the appointed time, Ise@born. Let's read Genesis 21:1-6.

Genesis 21:1-6 “[1] Now the Lord was gracious to $ah as he had said, and the Lord did for
Sarah what he had promised. [2] Sarah became pregntand bore a son to Abraham in his
old age, at the very time God had promised him. [3jbraham gave the name Isaac to the son
Sarah bore him. [4] When his son Isaac was eight gla old, Abraham circumcised him, as
God commanded him. [5] Abraham was a hundred yearsld when his son Isaac was born to
him. [6] Sarah said, "God has brought me laughterand everyone who hears about this will
laugh with me."”

By the miraculous grace of the Lord, as part ofi'&plan to bring salvation to the world through
Abraham’s seed, at the very time that God had medyilsaac was born and everyone rejoiced. The stor
Isaac is similar in many ways to the story of Jeshere is so much resemblance, in fact, thatdtaar that
the story of Isaac is a prophetic model that Gawided in advance to teach us about Jesus. Isaaty|ee,
or foreshadowing of Jesus. When we understandtttes, the story of Isaac becomes beautiful andringp

Now, every section of Scripture is important, imat need to be selective if we want to finish Genesi
this year, so | am leaving Genesis 20 and theofeéSenesis 21 for you to read on your own. Letsgkeur
focus on Isaac and go on to Genesis 22:1-14.

Il. Scripture Genesis 22:1-14 (NIV)

[1] Some time later God tested Abraham. He said thim, "Abraham!" "Here | am," he

replied. [2] Then God said, "Take your son, your ofy son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burhoffering on one of the mountains | will
tell you about." [3] Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. Wimehe had cut enough wood for the burnt
offering, he set out for the place God had told hinabout. [4] On the third day Abraham
looked up and saw the place in the distance. [5] Hmid to his servants, "Stay here with the
donkey while | and the boy go over there. We will wrship and then we will come back to



you." [6] Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and
he himself carried the fire and the knife. As thewo of them went on together, [7] Isaac spoke
up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire
and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is theamb for the burnt offering?" [8] Abraham
answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two

of them went on together. [9] When they reached thplace God had told him about,
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the woodon it. He bound his son Isaac and laid
him on the altar, on top of the wood. [10] Then heeached out his hand and took the knife to
slay his son. [11] But the angel of the Lord calledut to him from heaven, "Abraham!
Abraham!" "Here | am," he replied. [12] "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not
do anything to him. Now | know that you fear God, fecause you have not withheld from me
your son, your only son." [13] Abraham looked up ad there in a thicket he saw a ram caught
by its horns. He went over and took the ram and saificed it as a burnt offering instead of

his son. [14] So Abraham called that place The Lor@Vill Provide. And to this day it is said,
"On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided."

lll. Teaching

The first thing we see here is that this is a shesis 22:1a say§ome time later
God tested Abraham.” Some older Bible translations may say that God techpbraham, £%
but, “tested,” is a better translation. God tesits p¢ople to prove their faithfulness. This |
may not be our favorite teaching, but it is trube$e tests of faith and obedience are no
for God’s benefit, He already knows our heartstdad, tests are for our benefit and for tl
benefit of others. In the case of Abraham, thissevest of his faith is still benefiting us
4,000 years later, because through it we see AbraHaithfulness and God'’s prophetic
plan.

Genesis 22:2, “Then God said, "Take your son, yownly son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt ofering on one of the mountains | will tell you
about."” Human sacrifice was common in ancient times. BEnelapan, so-called, “human pillar” sacrifices
were used when some bridges and castles were Builfrom the whole of Scripture, for example from
Deuteronomy 18:10 and Jeremiah 19:5, it is vergirdieat the God of the Bible never desired human
sacrifice. Here in Genesis 22, God commands thifisacof Isaac, but only as a test of Abrahamighfzand
to provide a prophetic model to teach us aboutslasd the cross. In the end, the Lord stops Abr&ham
carrying out the sacrifice.

Notice that the place is to be a mountain in #ggan of Moriah. Most Bible scholars agree that the
Lord led Abraham to the very same Mount Moriah vehttie city of Jerusalem and the temple were
established later, and where Jesus was crucifieticélalso that God say'your only son, Isaac.” We
know that Abraham had another son, Ishmael. B@anesis 22, in verses 2, 12, and 16, three timés Go
calls Isaac Abraham'’s, “only son.” This stronglymrasizes that Isaac is the son of
promise, and it also strongly reminds us of anothérer who gave his only sodohn
3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave hisne and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternalfe.” Nothing is said about Abraham’s
emotions here, so we are left to fill in the emosidhat God the Father has in seeing His
Son, Jesus, die on the cross.

Genesis 22:4, “On the third day Abraham looked u@nd saw the place in the
distance.” From the time that God commanded him to sacrifieet, Abraham probably felt that his son
was as good as dead. But now they are approadhegdestination and the third day has come. What
happens on the third day? Resurrection! The testtiyet over, but the time when Isaac will be giback
to Abraham is coming soon. God has said that Abrnehdescendents will come through Isaac, but now Go
has commanded Isaac to be sacrificed. Abraham mawstwondered how God would keep His promise if
Isaac was killed. The author of Hebrews gives agght into Abraham'’s thinkingdebrews 11:19,

“Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, ahfiguratively speaking, he did receive Isaac
back from death.” Abraham knew that God would keep his promise twiple descendents through Isaac,
even if it required a resurrection.
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Genesis 22:5, “He said to his servants, "Stay hewmith the donkey while | and the boy go over
there. We will worship and then we will come backd you."” Notice Abraham’s confident faith. We will
worship. We will come back to you. Abraham’s heaust still have been filled with pain at the av\mad;t
But in faith Abraham tells his servants, that hd Eaac will return.

Genesis 22:6, “Abraham took the wood for the burnbffering and placed it on
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire anthe knife. As the two of them went F,
on together,” The wood for the fire is on Isaac’s back, and mireds us of another only #5888
Son who carried the wood to be used in His owntdehe cross of Christ. '

Abraham and Isaac go on alone for the short distaemaining. Gaspard
Dughet painted the scene like this in 1660, a pajrithat captures an intense feeling
of loneliness. But Scripture does not tell us mabbut what thoughts filled their
minds or what emotions filled their hearts. It isstly left to the reader to imagine.

But we do have these wordaenesis 22:7, “Isaac spoke up and said to his
father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham re plied. "The fire and
wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamlfor the burnt offering?"” Isaac asks a fateful
guestion, one that he has probably been pondesimtipfee days. Genesis 21:34 says a long time gasse
before this test, so Isaac is a grown man, pereaps the same age as Jesus was when He wentdim$se

Genesis 22:8, “Abraham answered, "God himself wilprovide the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son." And the two of them went on together.”” Abraham’s answer is prophetic, but it really does n
answer Isaac’s question. But still, the two of thgmmon together, an idea that indicates agreenmeht a
common purpose. Two men, father and son, walkingitd an appointed place to offer a burnt offerifor.
some offerings, the meat was eaten, but we knom freviticus that a burnt offering was not eatenyats
offered whole. But the priest who made the offerivas allowed to keep the skin (Leviticus 7:8).

When they reached the appointed place, Abrahalndsualtar and bound Isaac. Isaac was a grown man,
but he did not resist or attempt to escape. Lilkaigelsaac willingly submitted to his father’s plafthough
it surely must have been with weeping and sorr@th&r and son submit to God in faith, and the final
moment comessenesis 22:10-11 “Then he reached out his hand atmbk the knife to slay his son. But
the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven'Abraham! Abraham!" "Here | am," he replied.”

Two thousand years later, John the Baptist ecAbeaham’s answer to Isaac whe
he pointed at Jesus and s@ldhn 1:29), “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world!” And Jesus would go on to walk the lonely roacheodross. In
agreement with His heavenly Father, His life wadoédpoured out as an offering, but H
garments would go to those who killed Him.

Despite the impossibly high cost, in faith, Abrahabeyed the command of Goc
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo captures the, crucial reatrin this 1729 paintingThe
Sacrifice of Isaac.t is a moment of suspense, but there is no neethé test to go
further; Abraham’s faith and obedience have be#n fiemonstrated.

So the angel of the Lord saysGenesis 22:12-13, “'Do not lay a hand on the 4
boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now | krow that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, yoonly son." Abraham
looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram cauglby its horns. He went over and took the ram and
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his sn.” The sacrifice is completed using a substitute ram
providentially provided by God. A ram dies in thage of Isaac. And we remember how Jesus diedrin ou
place, as a substitute sacrifice for our sinsRAmans 5:8 says,'But God demonstrates his own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ did for us.” Jesus, the Lamb of God, died on the cross for
us, as the substitute sacrifice for the sins ofathdd, for your sins and mine.

Genesis 22:14, “So Abraham called that place The kkd Will Provide. And to this day it is said,
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"On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided."” Notice that Abraham speaks in the future tense, no
the past tense. He does not say, “it was providdd.5ays, “it will be provided.” Abraham is notkialg

about the ram he had just given as an offeringeéts Abraham is speaking prophetically of the tmen
God will come in the person of Jesus and give Mis bfe as a substitute sacrifice for the sinshef world.

In the NIV translation, the place name is translabat take a look at the American Standard Ver§ksV).
(Genesis 22:14). “And Abraham called the name of #t place Jehovah-jireh. As it is said to this dayn
the mount of Jehovabh it shall be provided. This is where we get that wonderful song that says
“Jehovah-jireh cares for me, His grace is suffidiéor me.”

Let’s skip forward a bitGsenesis 22:19, “Then Abraham returned to his servas, and they set off
together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beehngba.” Do you notice anything odd about this
verse? Where is Isaac? Surely, Abraham and Isaameel together, just as Abraham had said to nisses.
But Isaac is not mentioned. | think that this stembout Isaac is also part of the prophetic mdesius is
alive and with us today, but we cannot see Hina similar way, Isaac is alive, but hidden in thd tpist as
Jesus is hidden from our eyes.

When will we see Jesus in visible form? Yes! A& 8econd Coming, when
Jesus comes to claim His bride, which is the chuanld take us back to heave
with Him. In Revelation 19:7 and elsewhere, thel®8#peaks of the church as
the Bride of Christ. A bride that is anxiously atiay the coming of the
bridegroom.

ol CHRIST

Preparing for
His return

And Isaac does not appear again in the Scriptotiehis wedding day,
when his bride is brought to him. The anticipatodrthat day begins here in
Genesis 22, the rest of the chapter is a genealofygraham’s brother, Nahor.
Abraham has received joyful news from far awaytreds. And in the list of
names, in Genesis 22:23, there is a daughter nR®leekah. She is the woman
who will be Isaac’s bride in Genesis 24, and steepsophetic model of the
church. But we will talk about that later.

V. Conclusion

What can we learn from the story of Abraham a@aad® We see once agai
that God is the loving Author of history and thaiall about Jesus. | only
mentioned some of the more obvious things, bt dear that God arranged th
events of today’s story and the way in which it wesorded in order to provide
a detailed prophetic model of Christ’s coming. Amthen we read the Scripture
through the lens of the cross, even the difficakgages make sense, they co
into focus and they inspire us.

Also, we see again that God always keeps His mesniGod kept His
promises to Abraham, and He kept His promise td seperfect Lamb of God to
take way the sins of the world. Finally, we sed Aizraham'’s faith in God was a ..., s v
radical faith of absolute obedience and of comptietst in God'’s love. Even T
during the most difficult test imaginable, Abrahams sustained by His faith. Of
course, from the preceding chapters, we know thaaam did not start out with
this kind of faith. Instead, it was grown and otdted by many long years of
walking with God and seeing His love and faithfldselemonstrated again and again. Knowing God’s
promises and seeing God’s loving provision, wesarengthened to walk confidently with Jesus anldatee
full confidence in God’s Word.

V. Let’s Pray



