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[. Introduction

Good morning! Back in Genesis 4, we read that Lladmkdled a man who had
wounded him, and then said to his two wiv&gnesis 4:24), “If Cain is avenged
seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven time8é&cause of his actions and
words, Lamech has become a notorious examplelehfatan choosing revenge
over forgiveness.

But Jesus taught a very different patfatthew 18:21-22, “Then Peter came to Jesus and asi,
"Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus
answered, "l tell you, not seven times, but seventseven times.”Lamech wanted to multlply revenge but
Jesus came to multiply forgiveness.

Most of us have some kind of mental picture ofdsal family, a cheerful
picture of parents, grandparents, and a bunchathérs and sisters, all living in
harmony. Sadly, most families are not like thise@eason is because many people
have not learned the way of forgiveness.

In too many homes, instead of forgiveness, theenger and resentment. And in
some homes, long years of unforgiving attitudesraade it very difficult for people
to even talk with one another. Family members apagated by physical and emotion
walls, and when they do meet, there are harsh wartlard silences. This is the sad
reality that many families live with, but it doeshave to be that way.

Today we will continue our study of Joseph, anduilesee that forgiveness and love have the pdwer
restore family relationships. In Joseph’s exampke can find new hope for the restoration of harmang
joy in our own families. Forgiveness is possiblerewhen bad things have happened. It isn’t eagyi s
possible. Many of us come from broken homes, armayrofour family situations are far from ideal. Sem
of you are even thinking that there is no hoperéaonciliation in your own family. You think theqislems
are too big and, the wounds are too deep. Butdad&ek at this photo and be
encouraged. If these two can get along with eaaérpthen there is hope for our
families. Big problems can be solved. Deep wourattshe healed.

Il. Joseph’s Story (continued from last week)

Joseph'’s brothers sold him into slavery in Eg¥piat must have left a very
deep wound in Joseph’s heart. But his brotheresedfalso, they suffered from the guilt of their and
from the pain of living a lie, because they hadl thleir father that Joseph was killed by a wilchaei

ke ——

Long years passed and Joseph became the rulgypt,Eecond only to
Pharaoh. The seven years of plenty that God hadipedl came and went, and | |
the seven years of famine that God had warned disman.

But in Egypt, there was food, because Joseph tioagldsup vast seas of
grain during the years of plentgenesis 41:57, “And all the countries came to -
Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famin@as severe in all the world."The news that there
was food in Egypt spread far and wide. And the feopme to Joseph to buy grain, and | am surethiest
also heard a testimony about the One True God aldaylven advance warning about the famine.



Here we see God’s missionary purpose being fedfilh the life of Josepi Timothy 2:4 tells us that
God wants;... all men to be saved and to come to a knowledgetbe truth.” And, Romans 10:17says
“... faith comes from hearing the message.”. The Lord brought Joseph on a long and difficulirjeey in
order to prepare him to be a humble and faithfah@ss. And then, through the dreams of Pharaoh,dfe
told Joseph in advance what was to come. Firsgrsgegars of plenty gave Joseph time to store up vas
amounts of grain. And then, seven years of fammedht the nations to Joseph, where they heard the
message of truth, that there is a God who creaetie¢avens and the earth and who holds all thingksi
hand. And, that this God had given advance warabwut the famine so that the people might be saved.
Surely, many must have believed and been savedthfaydreturned home carrying God’s provision ofigra
and God’'s Word of truth.

Genesis 42:1-2, “When Jacob learned that there wagain in Egypt, he said to his sons, "Why do
you just keep looking at each other?" He continued;| have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go
down there and buy some for us, so that we may livend not die."” So ten sons of Jacob went down to
Egypt to buy grain for their family, only Benjamitiie youngest stayed behind.

Genesis 42:6-7 “Now Joseph was the governor of thend, the one who sold grain to all its

people. So when Joseph's brothers arrived, they bad down to him with their faces to the

ground. As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he rgrized them, but he pretended to be a

stranger and spoke harshly to them. "Where do you@me from?" he asked. "From the land
of Canaan," they replied, "to buy food."

Joseph recognizes his brothers and he knows tthetanis dream of
the sheaves of wheat is being fulfilled. And sofiarahis dream of the
stars, sun, and moon will be fulfilled as well. Aib@2 years had passed
since Joseph was sold into slavery, but Josephemadined confident in
God’s Word through it all. Sometimes things dorgppen as soon as we
would like. But we can remain confident; the Wofdcmd never fails.

Joseph recognizes his brothers, but they dondgmize him. This sets the stage for a drama in lhic
Joseph puts his brothers through a series oftiestse whether or not their hearts have changedtiee
years. And along with the tests, Joseph gives abwards of testimony about God to his brotherse Way
in which Joseph does this is fascinating, but doliay, let's skip forward to the scene of recontidia

lll.Scripture Genesis 45:1-15 (NIV)

[1] Then Joseph could no longer control himself befre all his attendants, and he cried out,
"Have everyone leave my presence!" So there was me with Joseph when he made himself
known to his brothers. [2] And he wept so loudly tht the Egyptians heard him, and
Pharaoh's household heard about it.

[3] Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Josephs my father still living?" But his brothers
were not able to answer him, because they were téied at his presence.

[4] Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come c&® to me." When they had done so, he
said, "l am your brother Joseph, the one you soldnito Egypt! [5] And now, do not be
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves faelling me here, because it was to save
lives that God sent me ahead of you. [6] For two wes now there has been famine in the land,
and for the next five years there will not be plowig and reaping. [7] But God sent me ahead
of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth andd save your lives by a great deliverance.

[8] "So then, it was not you who sent me heréut God. He made me father to Pharaoh,
lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt [9] Now hurry back to my father and say
to him, 'This is what your son Joseph says: God hamade me lord of all Egypt. Come down
to me; don't delay. [10] You shall live in the regdn of Goshen and be near me--you, your
children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds,and all you have. [11] | will provide for
you there, because five years of famine are stithtcome. Otherwise you and your household
and all who belong to you will become destitute.'

[12] "You can see for yourselves, and so can niyother Benjamin, that it is really | who



am speaking to you. [13] Tell my father about alllhe honor accorded me in Egypt and about
everything you have seen. And bring my father dowhere quickly."

[14] Then he threw his arms around his brotheBenjamin and wept, and Benjamin
embraced him, weeping. [15] And he kissed all histthers and wept over them. Afterward
his brothers talked with him.

IV. Teaching

When Joseph revealed his identity to his brottiaes; were terrified. After their harsh treatmehhion,
they had every reason to be worried. Joseph cadfiyehave taken revenge on those who had soldrtion
slavery. But what does Joseph say to th@afesis 45:5, “And now, do not be distressed and dot be
angry with yourselves for selling me here, becausewas to save lives that God sent me ahead of ybu.

Joseph had suffered as a slave and he had suiifejlagtd But Joseph sees all of this as part tzrger
plan, God’s plan; God'’s plan to save many lives Ybars of abundance and the years of hardship had
common purpose in God’s eyes; all of these thingewsed by the Lord to bring salvation. And thersa
of lives in this time of famine points to a greasatvation, eternal salvation from sin and death.

Joseph is demonstrating something very importana$. Forgiveness and reconciliation are much
easier when we see the things that have happergattasf a much bigger picture. Everything that had
happened to Joseph was part of God’s plan to lsahgtion. Nothing happens without God either aayi i
or allowing it to happen. And even when God alldasl things to happen, He still uses them for good,
bringing blessing and salvation out of disasterewtve understand this, then we learn to forgive our
brothers and sisters and let go of anger and nesent opening the way to reconciliation and peacaur
families. Joseph understood this, and so he wasnger angry with his brothers at all.

This idea is so important that Joseph speaksseivieral timesGenesis 45:7-8, “But God sent me
ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on eartand to save your lives by a great deliverance. So
then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. Haade me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire
household and ruler of all Egypt.”

Joseph’s ministry of reconciliation to his famiigon succeeded in
bringing them all together in Egypt. Jacob was my&d to see that his
son, Joseph, was alive and that the family wasthegeagain. Joseph o
made sure that the family was treated well in Egyyut they were given g%
good place to live and to work in caring for thigmcks and herds.
Pharaoh also welcomed these men who were the famigseph.

And God appeared again to JacBenesis 46:2-3, “And God spoke to Israel in a vigioat night and
said, "Jacob! Jacob!" "Here | am," he replied. "l a m God, the God of your father,” he said. "Do not
be afraid to go down to Egypt, for | will make youinto a great nation there.” Here the Lord speaks of
another part of his plan. The multiplication ofdefs family into a mighty nation will take place Egypt.
And when the time is right, almost 400 years laBrd will lead the people of Israel back to therfised
Land, under the leadership of Moses.

Genesis 45:15 said concerning Josepind‘he kissed all his brothers and wept over them.
Afterward his brothers talked with him.” “Afterward his brothers talked with him.” This is a very
simple thing, but it tells us that the relationshgiween the brothers was truly restored. Sittimgrdwith
family and talking is very simple, but it is alsery important.

Joseph was sold into slavery. Joseph could hase degry and resentful; hé g
even could have taken revenge on his brothersJ&éph chose a better way, hig
chose the way of forgiveness, reconciliation, anel In Joseph, we have a
powerful and prophetic model for Christ’s ministfyreconciliation and
salvation.



V. Conclusion

Let’s close for today with 2 Corinthians 5:17-2Zbiese verses remind us of how Jesus gave Hisrlife o
the cross in order to reconcile us to God. And tiep remind us that the ministry of reconciliatitas been
entrusted to us2(Corinthians 5:17-20Q “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cration; the old
has gone, the new has come! [18] All this is fromdsl, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: [19] that G®d was reconciling the world to himself in Christjnot
counting men's sins against them. And he has comrtét] to us the message of reconciliation. [20] We
are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though Godeve making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

When the sons of Israel were reconciled and browgjether in Egypt, they had to accept that Joseph
their brother was now ruler over them, and theydeddo accept the gift of a place to live and piris of
food from his hand. This required them to humbkarkelves, just as was prophesied years before.

This also is an example for us, because when we ¢o Jesus, we also neeq
to humble ourselves, accept Him as Lord of oursliand receive the free gifts of
forgiveness of sins and salvation from Him, giftsielh have been provided

role in His ministry of reconciliation. And we sesdconciliation with our own
brothers and sister, and neighbors and friends.wadrge them gentlyBe
reconciled to God.”

VI. Let's Pray



