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l. Introduction

Good morning! Today our worship service will bittée shorter than usual so that we can enjoy the
Austrian Ballet Company performance ‘@fpseph and Mary,”at 11:00. This will be a beautiful retelling of
the Christmas story in dance, and | am hopingithaitl help us to open our hearts to the wonder of
Christmas. This month, we are all waiting for Ctmias. We know that something wonderful is coming.

Two thousand years ago, the people of Israel wdlspewaiting for the first Christmas, althoughythe
would not have used that word. They were waitinglie long-promised Messiah who would save the
people of Israel. Afew of them, those who had rb&dorophecies carefully, understood that the Mbds
come would be a Savior not only for Israel, bubdts the whole world. They didn’t know when, bbete
was a rising sense of anticipation that the Messi$ coming soon.

Some of the people who were waiting were sheph@tus work of
a shepherd is not very well known here in JapanimBlsrael there have
been many shepherds since ancient times, incldamgus people who
were shepherds for at least part of their lives.dxample, Moses and
David where both shepherds of sheep before thegneshepherds of
Israel, watching over the nation. It seems asafiob of watching over
sheep is good preparation for learning to watch peeple.

Let’s turn our attention to some shepherds whewetching over their sheep on that first Christma

2,000 years ago. The shepherds were in the fielals Jerusalem when something wonderful happenéd. Le
read the story in Luke 2:8-11.

[I.  Scripture Reading Luke 2:8-11

[8] And there were shepherds living out in thedfeehearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. [9] An angel of the Lord appeatedhem, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. [10] But éingel said to them, "Do not be afraid. |
bring you good news of great joy that will be fdirthe people. [11] Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is ChnistLiord.

[ll.  Teaching

Can you imagine being there on that night? Itasek and cold night
and you are watching over the sheep. Perhapsdadkime with the other
shepherds, but also listening for the sound ofveitd/animals who might
threaten the flock. You have spent many long, sightctly like this. And
perhaps on some of those nights your thoughts Ve turned to the
coming of the Messiah, the Savior of Israel who been spoken by the
prophets since ancient times. Perhaps your mim tiar the words of some of
the ancient prophecies.

Prophecies likésaiah 9:6, which speaks of glory of the MessigRpr to us a child is born, to us a
son is given, and the government will be on his shlders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



Mysterious prophecies that compare the peoplsratl to lost sheep and that
speak of a suffering Messialsalah 53:5-6 “But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquitieghe punishment that brought
us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are legh We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his owray; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.”

And prophecies that say the Messiah will appesy near to
the place where you are tending sheep, near theab®ethlehem.
Micah 5:2, “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though ya are small among the clans of Judah, out of
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Isael, whose origins are from of old, from ancient
times.”

If you were one of the shepherds watching oveeslom the rocky hillsides of the
fields of Bethlehem, you might have been thinkihgwch things on that night. Or
perhaps you were just thinking of a hot meal tlmat oped to have in the morning to
take away the chill of the night. But sudderflyke 2:9) “An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shoneraund them, and they were
terrified.” In popular culture, angels are often drawn to lidakcute little children
with wings. But in the Bible, when an angel appepeople are often terrified by his
awesome presence. Many artists have painted the s€¢he angel and the shepherds
I like this oil painting by Leona Lal-Singh.

(Luke 2:10) “But the angel said to them, "Do not le afraid. | bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the peple.” “Good news of great joy,”
and this news is not just for Israel, btior all the people.” The Good News of =
Jesus is for all the people, the people of your pation, and for the people of every |
nation. The Good News is for us. '

What is the Good News? It is the coming of a Satie coming of Jesus Christ™
A Savior who truly has the power to save us alifimur sins, because He is God come in the flest,t®
Son. In the fields near Bethlehem, the angel argemithe coming of the Savior with these wo(tske
2:11) “Today in the town of David a Savior has beehorn to you; he is Christ the Lord.” And the
shepherds hurried off to Bethlehem, the town ofi@awo see and to worship the newborn child, Jesus.
And inLuke 2:17, we are told that\When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been tolthem
about this child.”

IV. Conclusion

Today, we are still spreading the word about Jdsisthe same message that the angel brougheto
shepherds 2,000 years ago. Good News of greabijadlfpeople, Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ Chad
come. At that time, Jesus came into this world Bisl@baby. It was the g
first step on the long and lonely road to the cr@sslay, Jesus comes into -
our hearts when we believe in Him as our Lord aad@. And we know
that, as Isaiah said in ancient times, JesusNisntierful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” "



