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l. Introduction

Good morning! Last Spring we had a retreat at 48 Falls and we had five
baptisms in the river next to two waterfalls. It was a very beautiful place and we
have decided to go again this year. So, please plan to come to the Spring Retreat
during Golden Week, May 4™ -6". And if you are thinking about getting baptized,
I think this would be a wonderful chance to get baptized out in nature.

Of course, as we discussed last week the most important thing for baptism is not the place or the
method, but the condition of the heart. We repent of our sins and welcome Jesus into our hearts, trusting Him
for our salvation. Then the Holy Spirit comes to live in our hearts and we are born again as new creations in

Christ. Baptism is a public confession of faith and an outward sign of the inward change of our heart.

In today’s Scripture, we will see that our Lord Jesus also received baptism
from John the Baptist. But, we may ask, why did Jesus get baptized? John’s
baptism was a baptism of repentance from sins, but Jesus never committed any
sin. So why did He receive this baptism? John the Baptist himself asked Jesus
about this. In Matthew 3:13-15, we read, “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and
do you come to me?" Jesus replied, ""Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness." Then John consented.”

Notice Jesus’ answer to John. Jesus was not baptized in order to become righteous; there was no need of
that, because Jesus was already sinless and righteous. Jesus got baptized in order to, “fulfill all
righteousness.” Jesus’ choice of words indicate that getting baptized was the right thing to do, probably in
order to demonstrate humility and to set an example for us. But Jesus’ words also hint at another reason, a
fulfillment of prophecy, or a completion of something necessary.

John the Baptist appears in the New Testament, but in a sense he is really the last prophet of the Old
Testament era. We can see the baptism of Jesus as the beginning of the new era. John passes the baton to
Jesus, and from this point on, the ministry of John begins to fade away. The new era begins when Jesus
receives a baptism of repentance from John. Jesus has no sin of His own, but I think we can say that He
receives this baptism as the representative of all mankind. Later, Jesus will take upon Himself the sins of the
world and die on the cross for all of us. But before Jesus dies for us, He receives a baptism of repentance for
us. When we believe in Jesus and receive baptism, we complete this act by accepting what Jesus has already
done for us.

So we should see Jesus’ baptism in the context of the cross. This artist has
shown this idea in an interesting way, by drawing John the Baptist with a cross-
shaped staff. Jesus receives baptism from John, God the Father speaks from heaven,
and the Holy Spirit comes onto Jesus in visible form, represented as a dove. Let’s
read Luke 3:21 and following.

Il. Scripture Luke 3:21-38 (NIV)

[21] When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as
he was praying, heaven was opened [22] and the Holy Spirit descended on him
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with
you I am well pleased." [23] Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his
ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli, [24] ... [38] the son of
Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.




lll. Teaching

We mostly skipped reading the long genealogy, but we should notice that it goes from Jesus all the way
back to Adam, and then the genealogy indicates that Adam was, “the son of God.” However, the meaning
here is just that Adam is, “from God,” because God created Adam. The original language does not use the
word, “son,” here at all, although many Bible translations add the word because the context is a genealogy.

Matthew chapter 1 also includes a genealogy of Jesus, but it Jesus' Genealogy FTAGHRE
differs from the genealogy in Luke. Matthew only goes back as far as o ;
Abraham, while Luke goes all the way back to Adam. From Abraham Ry e :::: F:Zfrlim

to King David, the genealogies are the same, but after King David, Abraham -> Davi Abraham -> Davi
they are completely different. These differences may seem confusing
at first, but if we consider the purposes of Matthew and Luke, then
the reason for the differences becomes clear.

Dawid -> Mary

Matthew is writing primarily to a Jewish audience, and his purpose is to demonstrate that Jesus is the
heir of the promises of Abraham and the throne of King David. To achieve his purpose, Matthew gives the
genealogy of Jesus through Jesus’ legal father, Joseph, since the qualification for the throne was passed on
through the father and not the mother.

Luke’s purpose is to show that Jesus is the Savior of all mankind. But, in the Old Testament, especially
in the Book of Ruth, a prophetic model of the kinsman redeemer was established. The kinsman, or relative,
was able to serve as a representative, or redeemer, for another person. Luke wanted to show that Jesus is our
kinsman redeemer. To do this, Luke traces Jesus’ genealogy through Mary, Jesus’ physical mother, and goes
all the way back to Adam, thus showing that Jesus is related to all mankind and therefore able to serve as a
representative and kinsman redeemer for all people.

So, the differences in the genealogies are not a problem at all, they simply reflect the different purposes
and audiences that Matthew and Luke were writing for. Let’s take a closer look at Jesus’ baptism.

Luke 3:21-22, “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."” When Jesus
was baptized, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit came down in the visible form of a dove and God the
Father spoke, declaring, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

This is one of the places in Scripture where all three persons of the Trinity appear at the same time.
Passages like these clearly show that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three separate persons, while other
Scriptures clearly show that the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are all God and that each of them has a
distinct personality. At first, this may seem to contradict the declaration of )]
Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.’
But it only seems like a contradiction because our existence is more limited
than that of the Lord God.

We live in a three dimensional world of height, width, and depth, plus
time. But the Creator God who made the heavens and the earth is not limited to — e
a three-dimensional existence; He transcends time and space and all of the
things of this world. That is hard for us to understand. But if we think about it, we should expect that the
Creator God who made the heavens and the earth and who created time and space would be beyond our
understanding.

The Holy Trinity of God is beyond our understanding, but God Himself has given us models in nature
to show that belief in a Trinity God, three persons who are One in essence and in their divinity is not
unreasonable. H20 is one example. Water, steam, and ice are all very different and yet, when we look a little
closer, we see that at the essence, water, steam, and ice are the same, really there is only one thing, a
molecule which we call H20.



We can talk about H20 in a way that is closely parallel to how we talk about
the Trinity of God. We can say, for example, that water is H20, ice is H20, and
steam is H20. But water is not ice, water is not steam, and steam is not ice. They
are all different, and yet there is actually only one thing, and that is H20.

Father Son Spirit=> God
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This sounds almost exactly like what we often say about the Trinity. The
Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God. But the Father is not the Son,
the Father is not the Spirit, and the Son is not the Spirit.

Of course, all analogies have limits. Water can be placed in a freezer and it will become ice. But God
does not change; the Father does not become the Son or the Spirit. Examples like this can help us to see that
a trinity that is one in essence is not unreasonable. But no analogy can fully explain the Trinity because God
is transcendent; He is present everywhere in His creation, but God is also beyond all time and space. God is
bigger than the world He has created.

We have taken a few minutes to talk about the Holy Trinity of God today because it is very important.
Since ancient times, the church has considered the teaching of the Trinity to be so important that any group
which rejects the teaching of the Trinity is considered to have departed from true Christianity. There are
many such groups today, for example, the Latter Day Saints group, commonly called the Mormons and the
Jehovah’s Witnesses, also called the Watchtower, are two groups that have rejected the Trinity.

IV.Conclusion

At various times in history, the church has adopted formal statements of belief, or creeds, to protect
against error and to declare the true teaching of the church. Three of these creeds are called ecumenical
creeds because they are accepted by Protestants, Orthodox, and Catholics, the three major branches of the
church. Of these, the Apostle’s Creed is probably the most widely used in Japan and also in the USA, but
worldwide, the most widely used creed is thought to be the Nicene Creed, as revised by the Council of
Constantinople in AD 381. There is a copy of this creed in the bulletin for you to take home with you and I
would also like to close for today with a reading of this creed.

V. The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]. With
the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

VI.Closing Prayer
Nicene Creed in Japanese
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