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Happy New Year.  I hope you had an enjoyable and restful holiday.  As this is the first time I have shared God’s Word with you since I came here as a missionary I pray that God will speak to you through today’s message.  
An Effective Life for Christ
When you woke up this morning did you wake up thinking, “I really want to be a failure today?” Did you think to yourself, “I want everything I do today to end in failure?”   No?  I didn’t think so.    No one wakes up in the morning wanting to be a failure. No one wants to fail; no one likes the feeling of failing. We want to succeed at the things we do.  We want to be successful in our careers, at school, and in our relationships.  The feeling of success is so much better than the feeling of failure.  
Let me ask you this. When you became a Christian did you want to be a successful Christian or a failure?  My guess is that you, like me, wanted to be successful as a Christian.  We want to stand before God and hear him say, “Well done good and faithful servant.”  Yet, there are many Christians who wonder if they will hear those wonderful words when they stand before God.  They wonder how they can be the kind of Christian who is successful and effective in the eyes of God, how they can be a good and faithful servant.  
I know I want to do all I can to live my life in a way that is pleasing to God; I want to be effective and successful in my walk with Christ.  I want others to know that I love God and that I follow him with my life.  I want to be fruitful and effective for my Savior.  Early in my Christian walk I wondered how I could be the Christian God had called me to be.  Do you ever wonder how you can be the Christian God called you to be? If so, then I have good news for you.  God gives us the blueprint to a successful Christian life in his Word.
Teaching:
Let’s read 2 Peter 1:8-11.  In this passage Peter gives us 3 traits of what a successful Christian looks like.
1. They are fruitful and effective 
2.  They have spiritual discernment 
3. They never fall away from the faith
I don’t know about you but I would love to be able to say I have these three traits in my Christian life.    Do these traits seem beyond your reach?   Do you think that only super spiritual people can have these traits?  Guess what, they are reachable and all Christians can and should have these traits in their life.  So how do we get these traits in our life?      (Read 2 Peter 1:8-11 again)
I want you to notice something about the bold phrase These Qualities.  First, the phrase is mentioned 3 times in these verses.  I think Peter is trying to tell us something important.  Second, These Qualities are what guarantees or makes it possible for us to have success in our Christian life.  Let’s look at how they guarantee our success.  
Verse 8 “These Qualities" Guarantee Your Fruitfulness – If "these qualities" are found in your life, then you will never be barren, but you will always be a fruitful branch for God’s glory. This implies that you will be a witness for Jesus to our family, friends and neighbors. We will always bear fruit in our Christian life if we have these qualities.   This, after all, is the goal of our Heavenly Father.
Verse 9 “These Qualities” Guarantee Spiritual Discernment – Many people have absolutely no spiritual discernment. They are blind and easily led astray.  But, when "these qualities" are active in our lives, we will be able to see the tricks, traps and temptations of the Devil. We will know the truth from error.  We will be able to see the needs of others and not be blinded by our own selfish interests.
Verse 10 “These Qualities” Guarantee That You Will Never Fall Away from the Faith. This verse says plainly that "these qualities", if practiced in our lives, will keep us from falling. This is not to say we won’t stumble and sin.  We all stumble from time to time and Jesus forgives us each time we seek forgiveness.  But when we have “these qualities” in our life we know that we will not walk away from our faith. When the trials of this world hit us like a storm we know we will not give up our faith.  
These qualities must be pretty powerful things if they can guarantee all of this.  Are you wondering what they are?  Then, let’s find out.  
Read 2 Peter 1:5-7
Here Peter lists the 7 qualities that we need to be an effective Christian.  Verse 5 tells us that these qualities supplement our faith.  Faith is the cornerstone of our Christian life.  If we do not have faith in Christ then we do not have a Christian life at all.  Faith in Christ is what separates the believer from all other people in the world.  But, faith itself is not enough to guarantee a successful Christian life.    But what does it mean to supplement my faith?  Think about a vitamin for a minute.  A vitamin is a supplement to all of the other things we do to stay healthy.  It supports the exercise, and healthy eating we are already practicing.  In a similar way the qualities listed here support our faith to help us grow as Christians.  
Other translations say we should “add” these qualities to our faith.  The word “add” here does not mean we take qualities and add them together like we do numbers to get a bigger number.  It is more like a recipe for cookies.  When we make cookies we follow a recipe that tells us what ingredient to add to make the cookies taste good.  In our Christian life as we add the ingredients or qualities to our faith so people will see us and know we are Christians.  Let’s take a look at the ingredients of our recipe.  
Quality 1: Virtue.  Virtue is living a moral or holy life.  This literally means excellent living.  God is telling us here that we need to live by the Bible and live a morally pure life.  This purity extends into every area of our life.  Mental, physical and spiritual purity must be maintained to live a successful Christian life.  In this way we become more and more like Jesus.  When I was a child I often heard this saying, “Garbage in, garbage out.”  That means if we only put garbage into our life we will produce garbage in our life.  We need to put holy and moral things into our life.  
Quality 2: Knowledge.  Peter is not talking about knowledge gained from intellectual pursuits.  We can be the smartest person alive and still be lacking in knowledge.  Spiritual knowledge is what we are to be pursuing.  This is the ability to tell good from evil.  The ability to discern God’s will in a given situation.  I don’t know how many times someone has said to me I don’t know if this is God’s will for me or not.  How can I know if this is God’s will for me?  The best way to know if it is God’s will is by increasing our spiritual knowledge by reading His word and pursuing Him.  
Quality 3: Self-control.  I do not do as I please, but I control myself and do as the Lord pleases.  This is a hard one for many of us, myself included.  It is so easy to do what we want and forget that God has a plan for us.  For many of us there are areas of our lives that are really hard to control.  I know there are many areas in our lives that need to be controlled but I want to touch on one that we all struggle with, our tongue.  James calls our tongues “a fire, a world of unrighteousness.”  We have to control what we say to each other.  Lies and gossip are not the products of a controlled tongue.  Not only do we need to control what we say, but how we say it.  The way we speak to each other can cause hurt and pain in the lives of others.  Instead of raising our voices at each other we need to be speaking in love and kindness to people.  Our tongues they can be controlled when we are seeking to do what God wants instead of seeking our own desires.  
Quality 4: Steadfastness.  I like to use the word patience here.  This is the ability to endure when circumstances are difficult.  When the pressures and problems of life, family, work, or ministry are hitting you so hard you fell like giving up, you can make it thorough by being patient.  God is our strength in these trying times. He will carry us through them. Patience also includes long-suffering which is the ability to endure problem people.  Maybe your boss at work is mean to you, or a relative is difficult to love, or someone at church is not easy to get along with, these kinds of people can be hard to live with.  But when we are patient with our circumstances and the people in our life we can endure and be a witness for Christ.  
Quality 5: Godliness.  This simply means God likeness.   This describes the person who is right with God and his fellowman.  This is the person who lives above the petty things of life, the passions and pressures that control other people.  This person seeks to do the will of God and in doing so tries to help others.  This person puts the needs of others before their own, they care more about their neighbors needs then their own.  But when we say me first we become less and less like God.  When we push our needs to the front and forget about others we are not practicing Godliness.  
Quality 6: Brotherly affection.   Other translations say brotherly kindness which is a good way to look this quality.  This means loving our fellow believers.  I know this can be hard at times but the Bible is very clear in telling us that we need to love our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are to love them like we love our earthly brothers and sisters.  That doesn’t mean we have to always agree with them or have the same opinions, but we need to treat each other with love.  When we fail to love our brothers in Christ we are not only hurting them, but we hurt God and the rest of our Christian family.  
Quality 7: Love.  This is not the love of love songs, or romantic movies, this is agape love.  This is the self-sacrificing, never ending, all-encompassing love Jesus exhibited when he came to earth to die for our sins.  It is also the very same love God wants us to have for others, believers and non-believers.   When a life is lived in this kind of love, God will be first, others second and self third.  This kind of love is the climax of the Christian life.  
I want to offer a word of caution to you when you read this passage.  We are not to look at these qualities as a checklist.  We do not develop one quality check it off and move in to the next.  We don’t wake up one day saying, “I have mastered patience, and I think I will move onto godliness.”  Nor do these qualities build off of each other.  Having knowledge is not dependent on us having virtue.  They could have been listed in any order. Like the cookie recipe we mix all of the ingredients together so we can become the effective Christian God wants us to be.  
Conclusion:
Now we know what these qualities are and what they can do for us.  I have two questions for you.  First, are you lacking the foundational quality of faith in your life?  If so, I encourage you to stop right now and ask Jesus to be your Savior.  For those of you who are believers are you lacking in 1, 2 or more of these qualities?  Are you failing as a Christian?  If so I want to challenge you to develop these qualities in your life.  It is a new year; a time of changes. Is it time to make changes in your life to become the Christian God wants you to be?
Let’s pray.
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