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~ For your family and friends who bravely fight against cancer ~
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OIC has the "Little Lifts” Project which gives away free gift bags to cancer patients. The
content of the bag are donated items, things you need while in hospital or some things
to give a moment of refreshment. There is also a tract inside. If you wish to give this gift
bag to your family or friends, to give them encouragement, please contact the OIC office.
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Looking again at the photo of all the useful and wonderful
things in the bag that OIC presented Ayana’s sister-in-law
with, we recall her gratitude and joy in response to this
action of caring and compassion. It really meant a lot to her
and to all of us. What a very thoughtful gesture!

Much thanks again! Jeni&Family
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April 25th  12:30 Annual General Meeting

One-day Spring Retreat at Ikoma

May 4th  TBD 0
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Each event is an opportunity for God to work in and through us. Please keep these events in your prayers. @
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Osaka International Church KBgAf > X—F T aFivFv—F
Osaka Christian Center, Room 407, 2-26-47 Tamatsukuri, Chuo-ku, Osaka
Tel/Fax: 06-6768-4385 Web: oicjapan.org Email: oic@oicjapan.org
Pastor: Rev. Hugh Brown
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ohn 17:21 "that they all may be one,

as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;

that they also may be one in us, that the
world may believe that You sent Me."

Perfect unity, that same unity as the Lord
Jesus has with His Father, the unity of the
Holy Spirit which cannot be created by any
human being is the most powerful witness
of the church. This is how He said the world
will believe that He is the one sent by God as
the Saviour of the world.

This is why Jesus' last prayer on earth for all
His believers tells us what is His top priority.
It is not so that we can feel good about
ourselves but it is "that the world will believe
that you have sent me." There is nothing
that destroys the witness of the church more
than strife, and division because it is a total
denial of everything that Jesus taught which
is summed up in His new commandment.

John 13: 13:34 "A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another; as I have
loved you, that you also love one another.35
"By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another."

Here again the Lord Jesus is talking about
another aspect of the most powerful witness
of His believers. This standard of Jesus'

love far surpasses the old commandment
which was the minimum requirement of
God's moral law to "love your neighbour as
yourself." This kind of love is explained in
the epistle of James as to love each other
without discrimination. However, to love one
another as Jesus loved us goes far beyond
that, it is self sacrificing love, even unto
death.

Is this just an ideal that we are to aim for
but never attain to? To think like that is

to completely deny what Jesus said. Jesus
said it is His commandment, which must be
obeyed and that means He intends to give us
enough of His love in our hearts to enable us
to do this. The only question is are we willing
to die to ourselves by fully surrendering

our lives to Him, and let Him do what He
promises to do in us. He does fulfil this
standard in those of His believers who fully
surrender their lives to Him. Of course we
do not become perfect as human beings but
we become perfect in His love which is what
He commanded also in the Sermon on the
mount.

Matthew 5:48. "Therefore you shall be
perfect, just as your Father in heaven is
perfect." Please read the context in the
previous verses and you will see that He is
talking about perfect love. 5:44 "But I say
to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully use you
and persecute you," That is a description

of perfect love and anyone who wants it in
more detail can go to 1st Corinthians 13.

[ repeat myself but the Lord Jesus never
commands us anything without giving us
what we need to fulfil it, if He did, that would
make Him a liar and He certainly cannot lie.
The only question is are you and I willing to

(continued to page 2)
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let Him give us His perfect love in our hearts
by fully surrendering every part of our
hearts and lives to Him.

The challenge to fulfill His will as expressed
in His last prayer for every believer while
He was on this earth, perfect unity can only
be fulfilled by His perfect love poured into
our hearts. In an international church like
OIC with people of many different cultural
backgrounds this is especially true. So what
should be our conclusion?

Is Jesus' perfect love sufficient to fulfil this
and enable us to have perfect unity even in
an international church like OIC?

What a challenge and what a privilege has
been given to us. We have the opportunity
more than most churches to show that the
Lord Jesus is indeed the One sent by God as
the Saviour of the world, and that we truly
are His disciples.
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Prayer Requests

@ Pray for the Council as they discuss the
ministry of OIC for this year, select new
council candidates, and prepare for the
Annual General Meeting held in April.

@ Pray for those who currently need
physical healing.

Treasurer's Corner

January |Year-to-date] Februay |Year-to-date| March |Year-to-date
Regular offering 799,521| 7,901,387 758,140| 8,659,527| 1,011,870| 9,671,397
Regular offering budget 964,000 9,640,000 964,000] 10,604,000 964,000 11,568,000
Special offering (FFN, etc.) 0 69,100 0 69,100 0 69,100
Special offering budget 7,000 70,000 7,000 77,000 7,000 84,000
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, SLERMIIR D & X

Thank you for your faithful support. This is tithe
and offering report for January, February, and
March 2021. The average giving for the whole
year was approximately 800,000 yen / month.
With the coming of cherry blossom season, the
new fiscal year has now begun. May the Lord
bless this year ahead and fill us with hope in Him.

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
"Jeremiah 29:11

In His service

Mitsuru Arisawa, Treasurer
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OIC bank account

Bank: Mitsubishi UF] Bank

Branch office: Tamatsukuri Branch

Regular (‘Futsu”) account number: 0147275
Account name: Osaka International Church



