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Book Recommendations &#hHAD ZHisw

Check out the books recommended by the Pastor. You will see the true powerful stories
of Christians who practiced the love and forgiveness of Jesus. You can also recommend
these books to your non-believing friends and family.
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For Wounder Tiger, you can read free samples on Amazon.
And also you can watch the Movie Trailer on YouTube.
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Tel/Fax: 06-6768-4385 Web: oicjapan.org Email: oic@oicjapan.org
Pastor: Rev. Hugh Brown
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2021 - Assembling
Ourselves Together in the
Name of Jesus-

ebrews10:25-26."not forsaking the

assembling of ourselves together, as is

the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the
Day approaching. For if we sin wilfully after we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,”
On Monday 11th January it was Coming Of Age
Day in Japan. (FRADH ) . That morning I felt
God had wakened me unusually early, long before
daybreak, to get up and pray. Of course, [ was
not thinking anything about it being a holiday
or what might happen that day, but during my
prayer time I believe God led me to the above
Scripture. I had no idea why, but many times in
my life God has given me a Scripture verse in
the morning prayer time that only made sense
later that day when circumstances unfolded.
Later that day in the early afternoon I received
an email from Mamiko the church secretary. The
content was that the OCC manager was asking
us officially that when a state of emergency was
declared in Osaka as in Tokyo, they would ask us
to not meet for worship but switch to having only
online services.It was then that I realised why God
had led me this word in the morning, “ Forsake
not the assembling of yourselves together:--" so I
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thank God for His precious guidance. I believe He
is clearly saying that we are to continue meeting
for worship, but I decided to go along with what
the OIC council would vote on the matter. The
Council has now voted to continue meeting
together and I believe strongly it is God’s will for
us. Of course, for people who can’t meet together
for health reasons or who would be putting
others at risk around them it is very important
we continue to offer online live streaming of the
services. This service is an invaluable blessing
for people who have no choice to attend church.
It is also important that we never make those
people feel guilty or judge them in any way for
not participating in actual fellowship or worship,
but pray much for them that God will bless and
make it up to them, and protect them.The above
Scripture passage needs explaining in it’s original
context to understand it properly. Obviously, it
was written to converts from Judaism in the early
church who were under extreme pressure to go
back to their old legalistic religion Judaism. The
Apostle Paul in his ministry as a missionary had
to struggle against this all through his ministry
and we see it clearly in his letter to the Galatians.
Gals1: 6 “I marvel that you are turning away

so soon from Him who called you in the grace

of Christ, to a different gospel,” and also using
very strong language in 5:4 “You have become
estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be
justified by law; you have fallen from grace."This
is also the context of the letter to the Hebrew
Christians and the reason it is so full of strong
warnings against falling away from Christ and
salvation. 2:3 “How shall we escape if we neglect
so great a salvation, which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord and was confirmed to us
by those who heard Him,” then toward the end

in 12:25 “See that you do not refuse Him who
speaks. For if they did not escape who refused

(continued to page 2)
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Him who spoke on earth, much more shall

we not escape if we turn away from Him who
speaks from heaven,” Also, in between those
verses many warnings including “Today if you
hear His voice, harden not your heart,” repeated
several times. The danger is being hardened
which results in 3:12 “ an evil heart of unbelief
in departing from the living God.” Remember
this is all written for Christian believers, not
unbelievers. This is the why the warning against
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together
is directly connected to wilfully sinning in
10:25-26. We are encouraged to get together
for fellowship more and more and commanded
not to forsake assembling together as we see
the day approaching. This is vital as God uses it
to protect us from being hardened. God never
infringes a person’s free will so if a believer
has this enforced upon them by circumstances
beyond their control, of course God will protect
them from being hardened.

Getting back to Coming Of Age Day, in
Hebrews11:24-26 it says “Moses when he
became of age refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God:--esteeming the
riches of Christ greater riches than the treasures
of Egypt---” Choosing to stand with God’s people
and suffer the reproaches of the world against
them is the same thing as standing with Christ
for Jesus said “when you do it to one of the least
of these you do it to me.”
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November Year-to-date December Year-to-date
Regular offering 823,514 6,212,033 889,833 7,101,866
Regular offering budget 964,000 7,712,000 964,000 8,676,000
Special offering (FFN, etc.) 0 69,100 0 69,100
Special offering budget 7,000 56,100 7,000 63,000
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, LBk OB E E .

Thank you for your faithful support. This is tithe
and offering report for November and December
2020. The average giving from April through
October is approximately 790,000 yen / month.
This 2021, let's walk in faith and follow the Lord’
s leading and guiding.

"For where two or three are gathered together in
My name, I am there in the midst of them."

Matthew 18:20
In His service

Mitsuru Arisawa, Treasurer
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OIC bank account

Bank: Mitsubishi UF] Bank

Branch office: Tamatsukuri Branch

Regular (‘Futsu”) account number: 0147275
Account name: Osaka International Church



