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DISCOVERING LIFE -- The ABUNDANT LIFE
JN 10:10 (7-18)
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“Good Morning!” Everyone!! This is not my first time to be in your pulpit. Rickie and the Clark Family have a
long history with you!  am a 1950’s Missionary Kid, and Rickie and | came to Japan in 1985 with our four
children after which OIC became a monthly place of worship for our family as an opportunity for our children
to have an English worship time.
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My father had told me Jack and | would really hit it off as he was a ski’baka like | was! Indeed! We went skiing
often in those years and they, Jack and Jerry, would become Aunt and Uncle to our kids! They were also our
nearest neighbors—about 20 minutes from us. | would join Jack at our Keihan Station on our way to the
monthly OIC Prayer Breakfast and when they left Japan Jack asked me to take responsibility for the breakfast.
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We became associate members then and | took responsibility for the Prayer Breakfast for several years. We
were with Jack and Jerry shortly before she passed. We have continued our special relationship in these years
with Jack and Keiko occasionally worshiping with them in Amagasaki! It is very special to be with you again this
morning! A face or two of you here yet, remember us along with others we have become friends with since!
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After seventy years with a Call'ing and a mind for evangelizing Japan. | have now lived more than half my life in
Japan (43 of 84 years--outliving my father by 9) and now nearing eight years of preparing monthly fresh
messages for a Japanese Congregation, | finally have a breakthrough in this most significant matter of
communicating the gospel in Japan! The forever problem has been over the English translation of
"sin'n'sinner" as "tsumi'n'tsumibito" translated back as "crime'n'criminal" in Japanese! Terrible!!
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Over the years | have worked with different ways around this problem in terms of cross-cultural
communication! However, this breakthrough has been like seeing the “Gordian Knot” that Alexander the
Great faced and slashed through with the Sword of the Word, the truth about the root of the problem that has
always been such a stumbling block for the Japanese! This research is now published and research continues!
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Turning the head on the errant Westernization of theology may be improbable, a likely impossibility, but the
effort could spell a blessing for the gospel in Japan! Generally, it can be said it takes five to eight years for a

Japanese to come to faith in Jesus Christ over this stumbling block of a wall!? Keiko Marshall says it took her
five years to overcome this problem—and that was under Jack’s preaching!!
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God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life_Jesus said, "I/ came that they [you and me]
may have LIFE and have it ABUNTANTLY." (ffi&, 7272 B L T L. RO AEIZTIT
O LWEHEZBE L TT. b7 LBRZDIX, HOB(F)BMEZIiT57H, LIrbENIZITH
®»T&h 5 The Greek the English, the Japanese all use the word ABUNDANT: the Japanese is the
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| have wrestled with how best to communicate the GOSPEL to Japanese ever since | was a teen ager
helping Missionary Exie Fultz begin what is today the Congregation where | am preaching monthly! |
would train every Lord's Day from Osaka, Asahi-Ku, to Kobe and walk to the harbor building we
rented.



RIFHROZANPOHARANCED LY ITBEEZIEMBTZADDON—F L OO0 EB T TEE L,
LRFoX v — TAVHEDEB RN ELTBY, ZOEFOVNEEHEABNBEZ SETHL Lo TWVHH
FHEORTHE TL, BEH., KIROEXENSHFOEIT < O /WY TWHESFTE CERTHE
S>TWE LT,

Every Lord's Day it is nostalgic for me as | was a rusuban for a time in the old building and | climbed
all over the mountains in the Koyoen area from Kabuto'Yama to the Ryoko mountain tramway! Some
of my ideas from that time have never changed.
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Over the years in ministry and 10 years of seminary studies brought me back to Japan still facing the
dilemma of the “tsumi-tsumibito” problem in communicating the GOSPEL in Japan. (/ have a
missionary friend that this so discouraged him that he retired early to America!)
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Before coming back to Japan as a missionary | had asked a Japanese SEMINARY professor how he
came to faith in Jesus Christ and he said, "First | had to think like a Westerner." It is not a problem
with the Westerner to talk about "sin" and “guilt,” but it is a wall to Japanese understanding.

AARICEZA E L CTRDANS, AAROBEEZBEOHIZICED L ) ITFEMZ LS L D 2> DRy
e ZTA BT TRONCHEFEAD L D REZX G Z2FF>Z L TL] LRE2T2DOTY, FFEAICE ST
Sin&Guilt I3E] 3R] ICOWTEED Z L1TH E V RELRMBIZIERBRWVWDTT,

| know, as | said it takes 5 - 8 years for an honest seeking Japanese trying to understand the Gospel
to overcome this problem. It is not a Japanese problem, but an English translation problem which, in
fact, is not a problem with the Greek of the Disciples and Jesus' day in history!!
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When the Church began using Latin they translated the Greek "hamartia" with the word "guilt" which
ultimately became the gairaigo "sin" in English. We will not stop seeing the use of the English word
"sin" but it incorporates a POOR [bad] theology and there is no GUILT in the New Testament. Only
when Pilot said of Jesus, “I find no guilt in him.”
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The true meaning of the Greek word is "imperfect" or "unrighteous" which in that same verse
describes God as "GLORY" meaning being "perfect" or "righteous" being RIGHTEOUSNESS Himself
and He, God, cannot bear UNRIGHTEOUS man in His Presence (Ro 3:23)! =2 for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God,
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| would share with you, lost in the history of our KANJI is the same story we find in Genesis that the
progenitor 5¢fH of, we, the zenith KTH of God's Creation, humankind, Adam & Eve, how they, chose
in their own free will to disobey God, losing face and experiencing shame.
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Their self-centered, acting as "god" or boss, lord of their own lives, remains our DNA to this day!
Thus Paul says (Ro 5:19) our real problem remains from their DISOBEDIENCE over not listening and

doing as they were asked but doing as they pleased (the Greek for "disobedience"). '® For as by the
one man's disobedience the many were made sinners,

FRICHE S, mFERy, efRLzZ s, ACTLT, AgAFETEL L. BOBFBNEDE
ANTHLPDEITHEZ HAETTHIE, A HOREICHZ D DNA XX TR TWDHDTY, /~yn
P —< ASOFHTN D L O, MEROFICHE DT, B AT EmESE5 2 LI Ko THEK
CAENETH D LV O EZSHTOLDIZ, REDORENRDH LD TY, (FU T ¥aEOAENH)

O—<DEHE~DFHESEI9HT — ADADRUENEAIZ L > TEL DANRFEALE ENTZL DI, —A
DOUENEIZ L > TEL DADRELNE EENDLDTT,

We are a shame culture and understanding that led me to discovering how to take the Sword of the
Word and slash through the Gordian Knot that the "tsumi"-"tsumibito " problem has ALWAYS been!
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That is, in the same manner as with Adam & Eve we, too, choose to be the LORD or BOSS or "GOD"
(kami) of our own lives as evidenced in each our first cry as a baby demanding our need be met. As

a member of the human race, just being born, as we express our selfishness, it becomes a
PERSONAL matter for each of us.
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The Bible is a history of how from BEFORE Creation God planned for a PEOPLE to enjoy this
Creation as our home with an ABUNDANT life in a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with Him in a
spiritual sense to become by FAITH the ETERNAL FAMILY of GOD as a part of a New CREATION!!
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God being outside our four dimensions of reality is SPIRIT and the Bible gives us the TRUTH about
Him and how to PLEASE or WORSHIP Him (John 6:29) [4:24] and experience the ABUNDANT life

He PROMISES us in JESUS! 2 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you
believe in him whom he has sent.”
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However, in order to have such a TRUE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with us as human beings it
was necessary for us, just as it was for Adam and Eve, that we have the FREE CHOICE to worship
Him or serve ourselves or other "gods" of this world!
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Japan has become one of the most ROBOT creative countries in the world. My grandchildren have a
big long haired dog--they NEED a robot vacuum-cleaner to help keep the house clean (cleaner)! God
could never have had a family experiencing personal relationships with robots!
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Then again, Japan is obsessed with dogs, especially these cute little dogs. | saw a lady with two
recently and | remarked to Rickie she could have bought a car for the price of the two dogs.
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God created a class of animals that serve mankind from pets to work animals and we become
attached to them like people: that is why "service" dogs are being used in a number of ways, BUT are
these really personal relationships?
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| will affirm with you from reading Hebrews that the significant difference between the Angels and
ourselves that makes us even ABOVE the Angels IS our FREE CHOICE!
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SO! Our Heavenly Father, CREATOR, God, fully aware of mankind's impending disobedience and
becoming imperfect or unrighteous by abusing our FREEDOM, He made a PLAN -- JESUS, His

Only Begotten Son (RO 5:19)! For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made
sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.
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Now there are other language problems between the English, Japanese and Greek which | have only
begun to sort out, but there is another word | want to share with you today in keeping with the
GOSPEL message and that one WORD is, JUSTICE!
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Justification is how God, when we, the "imperfect” or "unrighteous," repent of our self-centered life,
declare FAITH in Jesus and making Him the LORD of our life, God sees us in a spiritual sense to be
PERFECT, GLORIUS, like Himself, or RIGHTEOUS!

[EYk) = [F@eE&nd2 L) Lk BB 0 TR%ESE] b, [RFE] »»6., BHEHLDH A E
Hinbig D T, A TAREZFE CTHADOANEDTE L T2 & &, MM b2 RNLERT 152
) EHIeT. RN THhHRERRT, BOBHOLYIC 1] ERARTZEROTT,

6



This means SAVING FAITH is SAVING FACE!! RECONCILED!! At PEACE!
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Again, REPENTING of being boss of our own life and making Jesus the Lord of our life the
RIGHTEOUSNESS of Jesus is imputed to us restoring us in the spiritual sense to a PERSONAL and
RECONCILED relationship with our Creator, our HEAVENLY FATHER, God!
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This IS the FACE SAVING opportunity awaiting us by God's GRACE!
TN EDPMEROERIZ L > TR B E2 o TV AMER L Ol 2 [T 2780 T3 !

In Paul's words we are seen by God as His Holy, blameless and adopted children, being JUSTIFIED
(EPH 1:4-5). * even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and blameless before him. In love * he predestined

ust for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will,
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In the Biblical and spiritual sense this means to be "declared RIGHTEOUS" or "PERFECT"!
Interestingly as the Greek is translated "justified" in English, by in large the Japanese translate the
Greek MORE correctly as "declared righteous"!!
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This idea can be illustrated very simply for you! Look at these two copies of the same manuscript!
Do you recognize the difference?? One is IMPERFECT and the other is PERFECT! One is
UNJUSTIFIED or IMPERFECT (hamartia) and the other is JUSTIFIED.
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The two illustrate the IMPERFECT -
UNJUSTIFIED - UNRIGHTEOUS compared to the
PERFECT - JUSTIFIED - RIGHTEOUS.

JUSTICE and "DECLARED RIGHTEOUS" (like
outside a courthouse when someone is found

innocent.)

..justification that brings life for all men.
(Romans 5:18)
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(This is PRINTER LANGUAGE: this is how a Christian printer explained it to my father before we first
came to Japan! | was there! When | asked Bro'Sugiyama (OBS Sensei) for help on the subject he
mentioned how simply my Dad had explained justification and when | spoke about it with Bro'Kimura

(our pastor), he mentioned how Bro'George (OBS Missionary) had explained it to the class and |
said, "He learned it from my, Dad.")
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This is what FAITH in JESUS does for us: He makes our lives PERFECT in the eyes of God--you do
this with a simple touch of the keyboard on your computer just as with FAITH in JESUS we are made

RIGHTEOUS in the eye of God!!
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SAVING FAITH is SAVING FACE!
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God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life, the ABUNDANT LIFE He promises by
FAITH in JESUS!
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The RESURRECTION Following The CROSS made this possible!!
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Paul P. Clark, DMISS; Osaka Bible Seminary, President Emeritus
June 25, 2023, Bro'Motobayashi, Translator of this Manuscript



