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2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (NIV)
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Ambassadors for Christ [ U 2 hDOKXKfE]
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1650 from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in
this way, we do so no longer. *” Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[ The old
has gone, the new is here! * All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave
us the ministry of reconciliation: '° that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 2° We
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2* God made him who had no sin to be sin™ for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Being an international church, MIC would have many people whose lives are closely connected to at
least two countries: Japan and another. In the case of my family, Japan and Australia. But however fond
or connected to both countries we might be, the reality is, as adults, we can’t have two passports. As an
adult, you can’t be a citizen of both Japan and another country. As adults, we all must choose one or
another.

ERSH 7B CH DIREE I, D7 b 2 SOE & B2 BUR & Fio A& S KRBT E 9,
ZOANZIT BREMOE L EFEHEREREFOLET, £ LT, RORKEOLEIX, 2 2OBERE LI
AAREA—ANTZUTTYT, LL, EARICHEICEEN DTV, DBRBPV BBV LTH,
BEMITIZ, KALELT2O0RAR—=FEFOZ LIITERVOTY, ARLIE, BHALELHO
EODEOWFOEFELZFF O LIFTEERA, ABIZELL0OEZRIIRTNIE RSN DOT
7,

This mirrors another citizenship choice that we all must make. The Bible tells us that we can’t be a
citizen of heaven and a citizen of the world. We must choose one of the other. And not choosing
citizenship, is choosing citizenship (of the world).
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%2520Corinthians%25205:16-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%2520Corinthians%25205:16-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899b

Some profound changes happen when we become a citizen of heaven (as in 2 Corinthians 5:16-21)
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New worldview 3t Lv 578

2 Corinthians 5:16—° So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.
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We can no longer have a worldly point of view. That is, our whole mindset changes, with regards to:
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- people. We likely would have seen some people as horrible/rude/nasty/waste of space (that sort of
thing). Now we see them as loved by God and lost in their ways. Possibly as people who require extra
grace but that’s okay, we give them extra grace. Our whole mindset changes, with regards to
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- money. It’s not ours anymore
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- lifestyle. We don’t live as we used to or as many others live. Alcohol, for example, in Australia has
flooded the culture: feeling stressed - have a drink; need to celebrate - have a drink; friends coming over
- have a drink; depressed - have a drink - any reason is a good reason to have a drink). The same goes
for language, entertainment, sexual morality etc
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- our self image. We no longer think more highly or lowly of ourselves than we ought
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- outlook on life. Rejoice always. Give thanks in all things for this is God’s will for us
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- We have a heart of worship (trust) toward God not a heart of hostility (blame) These are the changes
that happen when we become citizens of heaven.
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" Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
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v17 explains the why and how of these changes very simply: The new has come, the old has gone. The
two lifestyles or outlooks don’t (or shouldn’t) co-exist. The new has come - it’s here now and this is the
reality that we are working to realise.
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John the Baptist: “‘He must become more, I must become less.” (John 3:30) This is the physical
outworking of the spiritual reality. It’s a battle we must fight every day.
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New relationship  #7 L\ Ei4%

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: *° that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
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v18, 19 explain how this happens and how it is possible: “We have been reconciled to God.”
“Reconcile” = “restore friendly relations between”. An entirely new relationship.

“Through Christ”, “not counting people’s sins” are the key phrases. Forgiveness in Christ is the
foundation to reconciliation with God. But reconciliation doesn’t end with forgiveness. Upon the
foundation of forgiveness God adds friendship, affection, love.
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The result of reconciliation with God through Christ is 3-fold:

- Our sins are no longer counted against us. [Our status has changed]
- We are friends with God/peace with God. [Our relationship has changed]

- We are ambassadors of Christ. [Our role has changed]
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New role - Ambassadorship — #7 LWW&HIRME & L To%&E

Ambassadors are citizens and representatives of another country. They don’t belong to the country they
live in. They belong somewhere else. Their allegiance is to another country.
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My wife is Japanese. She loves Japan. She loves Japanese food, Japanese people, Japanese language,

Japanese customs, Japanese politics, Japanese laws, etc. Just loves them. No other country is as good.
Australia's not bad and she’s not uncomfortable there. But it’s not Japan. Japan is where her heart and
mind are and one day, that’s where she will end up.

FLOFEITHARNTT, BLITHANKGEZ T, HAR, HAAN, HAGE, HAOEE, HADHE
B, BARDERZEZELTWVWET, I HARDOETHREE T, ZHUZERWEIFMIZZRN &
BoTWxEd, A=A 7 U7 HELIRNL, b A=A N7 U7 TCOFRLHMITEIZIHY £
m THA—ARZUTIEHARL RV L, BABMEZOLOPWDFTTHY . WO RNTE5E<
WAl Lo TWATL X 9,

That’s a good illustration of our allegiance to heaven. We’re citizens of heaven. We love heaven. We
love the manna of heaven, the angels and heavenly host, the music of heaven, the heavenly laws and
ways. The glory of heaven. We just love them! The world has some good things about it because it was
created by God but it’s not heaven. Heaven is where our hearts and minds are and one day, that’s where
we will gladly end up. We are ambassadors of the kingdom of heaven (our home), servants of Christ.
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Note, we are ambassadors of heaven, not bureaucrats of heaven. We’re not here to tie people up in rules
or to approve or disapprove of how people live their lives. These days it’s easy for us to caught up in
moral and ethical debates and become the moral police. “You can’t do that, you have to do it this way. I
can’t approve of that and you shouldn’t condone this. These are God’s rules.” We’re not here to be
God’s bureaucrats. We’re here to reconcile people to God through Christ.
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Neither are we secret agents of heaven. Secret agents of heaven believe in Christ but they can’t let
anyone know that or it will blow their cover. They don’t need to go to church all the time because that’s
a bit ‘religious’ and they are truly spiritual people, not religious people. So they quietly do good works
and pray in solitude but they let very few people know who they really are and where their allegiance
lies. Keep it on the low down. Keep people guessing.
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We are not bureaucrats or secret agents. We are ambassadors of Christ who have been given the
message of reconciliation.
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So how does this message of reconciliation work? What exactly is our new role in this ambassadorship?
What does the work of an ambassador for Christ look like?
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This message of reconciliation works in 2 directions.

I. We encourage people to be reconciled to God (upwards)

ii. We encourage people to be reconciled to one another (outwards)
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This aligns with the two greatest commandments:

i. To love God with all your heart, and

ii. To love your neighbour as yourself

A one-way reconciliation is not enough. If you love your neighbour but fail to love God (humanism),
you cannot be saved and your love of neighbour will be one-dimensional.

If you love God but fail to love your neighbour then your love for God would be questionable because
it’s not possible to truly love God and not love others.
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1 John 4:20,21— Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever
does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have
not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother
and sister.
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The message of reconciliation is outworked with passion: we passionately appeal to others; we implore
then on Christ’s behalf . The stakes are high. We don’t tie people up in rules and we don’t hide our faith
from people. We bring a message of reconciliation, by our words and our deeds. We do this quietly,
gently, demonstrably, in season and out of season, ready to give an answer to anyone who asks us about
the way we live and what we believe. Reconciliation with God makes our actions and our faith
inexorably entwined. That’s what people respond to. The most powerful conversion experiences I have
had the pleasure of being involved in were when people reacted to a Christian’s lifestyle and asked
questions, not when we went to them and told them what they needed. Then in God’s timing, we
implore them to be reconciled to God.

%Dﬁ&p@f =V FAE S > TRADBNDNETY, MHIIFERE b - TIEIZHFA, FU A

ﬁbo“(%&ﬁﬂbij“(i%@iﬁhb) MENTHEL L2 J:“C 30 E£I, e HITAx 2/
E'J’C“,ﬁofcb\ ANEDPBEMER LD LRVWEIICLELE I, LT, AEHLOFELITWICX



ST, HLEOFRDORA B =% AR B DD TT, FAebDAE TR, ELTWVWDHZ Lo T
FHATL DAV IUE, NEOEE 72l S REERREL, Fls, B2z, EFEIZ, FEICTHE
ZOoNDEHITLTBEEL LI, MEOFEIL. RIZHLOITEN EEMNERAZICHERS>TI DD
<7,

DD D Z ENTE Tl b HRVELMEERIL, 7V AT ¥ DT A T AL AT N& DB LB
LTELLETHY, BB ALADE AT THOZ LA A L) L L& TIEHY 4
ho TTMG, BI=BIE, MOZA I T THMO ANA B EFFET 2 L9 ICEENEL X 9,

This is why the work of DM is so appealing to me.
We passionately love God - our faith is real - and this leads to a practical, muscular love of people,
including those who are not like us. Especially those who are not like us.
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The parable of the good samaritan. The true neighbour wasn’t out looking to love someone, he was
simply ready to give it when the time came. He was the one who loved another not because they were
the same kind but despite them not being the same kind. The samaritan and the Jew were enemies.
Despite having a different language, culture and faith; despite being hated by the Jew, the Samaritan
man loved the Jew and cared for him with a practical, muscular love of the man.
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I partner in the gospel with people like Olivia. [Image] I met her for the first time in the DMI
conference in Kenya last month. We have nothing in common. She’s a woman, I’m a man. She’s black,
I’'m white. She’s young, I’'m getting old. She’s Deaf, I’m hearing. She prefers Swahili, I prefer English.
She’s disabled, I’'m able-bodied. She’s dirt poor, I’'m relatively rich. Could we be further apart?!
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In Christ, all of that is erased. There’s no male or female, black or white, young or old, deaf or hearing,
disability or poverty in Christ and fully so once we get to heaven. Olivia and | are siblings. We are
reconciled from our differences to be one in Christ. [Image] We are true friends in Christ. We are co-
ambassadors, working together to bring a message of reconciliation, imploring people to be reconciled
to Christ.
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That’s a pretty picture. It’s not the only picture.
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| asked earlier, So how does this message of reconciliation work? What exactly is our new role in this
ambassadorship? What does the work of an ambassador for Christ look like?
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2. Stamina
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In the next chapter of 2 Corinthians, Paul brings us a second picture of what ambassadorship in Christ
looks like. He writes, “as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great
endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard
work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy
Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of
righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good
report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we
live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.” 2 Corinthians 6:3-10
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Okay, this is not what the travel brochure promised. Ambassadors are supposed to travel in style, with
security, decent food and, frankly, with dignity. But this Christian ambassadorship comes with some



glory, yes, but also with hardship, with beatings, imprisonments and with riots. We might want to
reconsider our membership.
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Though on a completely different scale, last November 1 visited east Africa as an ambassador of DMI
and of Christ. Unlike the conference trip last month which was totally cushy, I got a broken rib, a
sprained wrist, heat stroke, and scabies (which lasted for 6 months). I also risked catching malaria.
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But that’s nothing. I returned on a flight with unlimited movies and free drinks to a home with a very
warm bed and Netflix and popcorn on the sofa of a Friday night.
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The real ambassadors of Christ today are in China, Russia, Middle East and other countries of
persecution being locked up, mocked, beaten, fed faeces for dinner and tortured. (If you’ve read The
Insanity of God you’ll know what I’m referring to.)
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The writer of Hebrews refers to these ambassadors not as the unfortunates of the faith but as the real
heroes of the faith. “Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were
put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about
in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the world was not worthy of
them.” Hebrews 11:36-38
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They were okay with that and today they continue to be okay with that because they don’t belong to this
world. They are not citizens of this world. Ambassadors of Christ are citizens of another world: the
kingdom of heaven.
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You and I are unlikely to have that sort of heavily persecuted ambassadorship. The thing is you don’t
have to go to Russia or crack a rib to see the action. Whether you were born here in Japan or the Lord
brought you here to Japan, there is a role for ambassadors for Christ right here - here in Osaka. People
need to be reconciled to Christ. They also need to be reconciled to each other - within marriages,
families, workplaces, neighbourhoods, friendships and so on.
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I implore you: be reconciled to God. If you are not right with God, if you have not made Jesus your
Lord and Saviour, the love of your life, then let today be the day. Talk to me after the service and let’s
see you reconciled to God.

Let this reconciliation with God freely influence your mindset - your language, your choice of words
(have words seasoned with wisdom and grace), let it influence your attitude towards money, towards
things that can lead to addiction, towards the way you make life decisions, towards time and how you
spend it, towards your talents and gifts and how you use them, towards Christ and your worship of Him.
Let your reconciliation with God shape all of these.
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The love of Christ compels us in this. (5:14)
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I implore you: be reconciled to one another - towards those you love, towards those you really don’t
like; towards those who have hurt you, towards those you have hurt; towards those who scare you or
offend you; towards those who bore you, towards those nearest to you, towards those wholly unlike
you. As ambassadors of Christ with the message of reconciliation, keep your worship of God pure, and
your forgiveness and blessing of others lavish.
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