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Jesus the Rock
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Exodus 33:15-23

“Moses said to [the LORD], “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How

will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else
will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”

And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you

and I know you by name.”

Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name,
the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on
whom I will have compassion. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory passes by,
I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will

remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
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One of the really delightful things about young kids (especially when they’re your own) is the sheer
stupidity of the things they sometimes ask for their birthday. An elephant. To become a princess. To be
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able to fly. The absurdity mixed with the genuine belief that these are not only somehow possible but

actually good is what makes them so charming.
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I think our requests to God are sometimes to Him what our young children’s requests are sometimes to

us. Delightful in their sincerity but completely misguided.
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When the mother of James and John asked for her sons to sit at Jesus right and left in His kingdom,
Jesus rightly says to her, “You don’t know what you are asking”. I wonder to how many of my own

prayers God thinks ‘That’s noble of you to ask but you really don’t know what you are asking’.
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The good news is that God is loving and kind and generous with his children, even when we don’t know
what we are asking. King David is one example. He prayed to build a house for the Lord, but the Lord
said no but that he would build a house for David. The answer to his prayer was a ‘no’ but it was
followed by something much better.
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We see something similar in today’s passage from Exodus 33. Moses says to God, “Now show me your
glory.” (v18) The simple truth is, Moses doesn’t know what he is asking. But God still replies with

graciousness and generosity. Look at the answer God gives - the wording is intriguing:
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Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
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‘The Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you.””
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Note that Moses asks to see God’s glory but God says that He (God) will reveal His goodness, not His

glory. What’s going on here? The rest of that verse is revealing:
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“I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your
presence. [ will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have

compassion.”
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It’s interesting that we tend to connect God's goodness to niceness but God connects His goodness to His
mercy and compassion (words that we tend to associate with pardon from punishment). We might expect
God to connect His goodness to blessing and long life (or some such gift) but God connects His
goodness to His mercy and compassion from judgement. He then says, “you cannot see my face, for no

one may see me and live.”
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The reason for this is that God’s glory reveals man’s sin, and God’s goodness brings righteous
judgement against man’s sin. That is why no-one can see the face of God and live - unless God Himself

makes some kind of provision, and that’s what we see next.
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God is gracious in His answer to Moses. He says, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a

rock. When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I
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have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
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This revelation was not just for Moses. Did you know that every book of the Old (and New) Testament
points to Jesus? Every single one. From Genesis 1 (“Let us make mankind in our image” (v26)) through
Genesis 3 (“he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (v15)) to Malachi 3 (“I will send my
messenger, who will prepare the way before me” (v1)) to Revelation 22 (“The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with God’s people. (V22)).
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So here, this passage doesn’t merely foreshadow Jesus, it takes us right to the heart of the gospel
message if we know our scriptures. Moses is hidden from God’s goodness (hidden from God’s righteous
judgement) in the cleft of a rock. He is saved by the rock. Jesus is the rock. We hide in the rock of Jesus

from God’s goodness (ie. from His righteous judgement).
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You might know the old hymn, “Rock of ages cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee”. This is what it is

referring to.
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The heart of the gospel message is salvation by Jesus the Rock who hides us from and brings us through
judgement and into eternal life.
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If this Rock analogy here should seem to be in any way thin, the Bible carries it through and makes it

explicit.
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In Exodus 17, when the Israelites are wandering in the desert and are complaining about being thirsty,

God tells Moses to “Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink”. (V6)
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In the same way, Jesus the Rock was struck and the living water of the Holy Spirit was given so that
people would drink and never thirst again. Paul explains this to the Corinthian church (1 Cor 10:3.,4),
saying that the ancient Israelites “drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock

was Christ.”
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It’s interesting that later in their journey, the Israelites were thirsty again so for the second time Moses
strikes the rock in Numbers 20 but this time it is in disobedience. And Moses paid the price for his
disobedience. The second time God told Moses to speak to the rock (not to strike it) to make the water

flow from it but Moses in his frustration struck the rock instead.
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This is another foreshadowing of Jesus. Jesus the Rock does not need to be struck a second time. He
suffered once for our sins and no further sacrifice is needed. (“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.” 1 Peter 3:18) Likewise, we are invited to
speak to the Rock to receive the living water. That’s all that is required for us to receive mercy from sin
and the filling of the Holy Spirit. We speak to Jesus in humble prayer and ask to receive the forgiveness

of sins and new life in the Spirit.

INHEIA TR LW FIEDRBE IO TT, Thbb, HThoHA A X, ZEHIH N
HVENIIRWNE W) BRZRDOTY, ERLA AL, FAEHLOROTEHIZ—EELENTZD
NG, A TARZINLL EORBHZHL S MBI NOTYT, (T uOFMK F 371 8Hi—
FURANS—EFROZDIZHRNE LTz, ELWEDR BOALXOHRDY LoD TT, )
FZOBATTIE, BB, BICEEY T, BT KkEZTDL LI EH AL TVET,
SENDOMENA L BEOT LEZITHDICHLE R L3ENTE T 0T, bl
2HTD DO TA = RIZFE D DT %@ﬁbkm% I LunmEWnWERETskokp I e

5



b TWAD T,

Jesus Himself builds on this rock analogy.

He says, “‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

the Lord has done this,

and it is marvellous in our eyes’ (Mathew 21:42)
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Furthermore, Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish builders. The foolish builders built on sand.
The wise builders built on - what? Rock! Let’s unpack this parable. If you build your life on the shifting
‘sands’ of the world - materialism, sensuality, prestige, popularity etc - when the wind blows and the
rain falls - that is, when the stock market crashes, when your love interest leaves you heartbroken, when

you move to a new place and find that you’re not so popular after all - then what is left of your life?
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My hospital testimony. When I went in to the hospital, I didn’t know if I was coming out. And I went
through a mental process. I saw my life being stripped away. I stood to lose everything that I had and
was. If I lost my work and wasn’t Mr. Miller the English teacher or wasn’t able to pastor anymore and
wasn’t Pastor Andrew the church minister or even if [ died and could no longer be ‘dad’ to my kids and
a husband to my wife - if all that was stripped away, who was I and what was left? And the only thing
that remained was Jesus, and that was such a beautiful revelation. I had built my life on the Rock and no

circumstances or person or disease could take that from me.
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Jesus tells us to build our life on the Rock.
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“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his
house on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24 NIV)
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As I travel the world, I get to see people from all walks of life and all levels of economy, education,
employment and ideology. There are so many disparities and differences in the world but at the same
time, everyone is the same: Everyone is affected by sin. Everyone needs the Rock. Every individual,
every family, every marriage, every church, every community needs Jesus. Whatever station a person or
people are at in life, without Jesus the Rock, they’re building on sand.
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I used to look at my Japanese students. It always looked like they had their life in order. Their lives were
comfortable, prosperous, enjoyable. Why would they need Jesus? Just leave them alone. But as I got to
know them, I got to see what the Bible already tells me: that everyone is affected by sin. Everyone needs
the Rock. The sands of domestic violence, alcoholism, loneliness, selfishness, lies, anger, pride,

ungratefulness, conceit, unforgiveness, etc, etc affect everyone.
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Jesus the Rock changes lives. One of my greatest joys as a pastor and as a Christian is to see lives
changed - not improved a little - but really changed. This brief video which Abed put together for me

captures a few of the changes that I have seen in my work with DMI.
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(DMI video by Abed)

I like to give testimonies because they speak of the work of Jesus the Rock in a way that cannot be
countered. When you share the gospel, people can argue about historical accuracies or transcription of
the scriptures or cultural peculiarities. But they can’t do that when you give your testimony. It’s your

testimony. It can be disbelieved but it can’t be countered. It is your true experience, your witness.
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And testimonies don’t have to be dramatic. Not at all. Even the simplest testimonies are beautiful and
likely to affect people in ways that surprise you. I want to encourage you to be open to sharing your
testimony with others. You might not have a whole lot of Biblical knowledge and you might only have a
small faith. But you have your story. What Jesus the Rock has done for you. It’s good to share that with

others.
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(This is Steve.)

Not many of you would know Steve. Steve was the secretary of the DMI Australian Board and

Chairman of the DMI International Board. I grew very close to Steve over the last 4 or 5 years. We
shared a lot of our lives with each other. We served together. We travelled together. We roomed together.
We suffered together. We shared meals together. We laughed together. I often stayed over at his house

in Melbourne.
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About one year ago Steve was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive cancer. Major abdominal surgery,
chemotherapy and radiation had little effect. When I saw Steve in May, he stilled looked good and
seemed well. But things turned bad very quickly. The years left to him became months which then
became weeks. I received a text from his daughter Amy (who works with us at DMI) in September as I
was boarding a plane in Orlando, Florida saying that Steve only had days to live. This really shocked me.
But not more than when I landed 5 hours later to receive a call from her saying that he had gone. It was

that quick. We were all devastated.
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A thanksgiving service was held for Steve the following week. I was honoured to say a few words which
I did via video as I was still in the States and couldn’t get back to Melbourne. I watched the service as it
was live-streamed. All the good things I had to say about Steve were matched by others who were his
workmates, his friends, his church family, his wife, children and grandchildren. As the collective
testimonies about Steve’s life came together we were presented a verbal mosaic of a very beautiful,

warm, generous, wise, loving, faithful, godly man.
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There was a temptation then for us to say, “If anyone was going to make it to heaven, it would be Steve”.
And that would be to completely misunderstand the gospel. The apostle Paul was (or at least became) a
very good, godly man. Yet he rightly described himself toward the end of his life as “the chief of

sinners”. Because, as he taught in his letter to the Romans,
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“There is no one righteous, not even one;
there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God.

All have turned away,
they have together become worthless;

there is no one who does good,

not even one.” (Romans 3:11,12)
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Sin affects everyone. Everyone is in need of a saviour. Everyone needs to find salvation in the Rock.
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Moses was a good man. He was such a good man that his face glowed from the holiness and he needed
to cover it with a veil. Yet even he, when he stood before the goodness of God, had to be shielded in the
cleft of the Rock.
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Sin affects everyone. Everyone is in need of a saviour. Everyone needs to find salvation in the Rock.
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Steve was a good man. But the gospel message is not that good men go to heaven but that all have fallen
short of the glory of God and all are deserving of death. Yet out of His great love and compassion for us,
God gave us His Son, Jesus the Rock, so that whoever believes in Him shall not die but will be hidden

safe in the Rock and will receive everlasting life.
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Exodus 33 foreshadows John 3:16. And God, the loving Father, who is from everlasting to everlasting
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had already ordained in His sovereign glory John 3:16 when He orchestrated Exodus 33.
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So what’s our takeaway from all this?

T, 2O EEDL Z ENTEDHDTLLEIMN?

* God is good (in the fullest sense)
* People are sinful (in the fullest sense) and stand condemned before a righteous God
* God is compassionate and provides a way for people to be right with Him.

* Jesus is God’s only provision for salvation and we are to build our lives on Him
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This is not a philosophy to adhere to. It’s a person to trust and follow.
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Isaiah 26:4 Trust in the Lord forever,
for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.

A PrE 26%F4H
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Altar call.

Pray.
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