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[. Introduction

Good morning! Around the world there are manyedéht cultures and
peoples. There is a wide variety in styles of dregses of foods, and social
customs. But there are also some things that arsaime everywhere. For
example, in every place and in every time thereabways people who ask,
“Why are we here?” “Where did we come from?” andH&Vis the meaning and
purpose of our lives?”

Today we are starting a new message series insiSeara we will examine some of the answers the
Bible, gives to these questions. First though, htwes to encourage us to begin with humility. Safthe
topics we will discuss are controversial. Therevaous opinions, and some people feel quite gtyaihat
their own opinions are correct. That's okay, butsheuld still be sure to have an attitude of huynblefore
the Scriptures and also before our brothers anersis the church. -
Everyone is free to decide what to believe. ButmgrChristians, we should
submit our opinions to the light of Scripture, amel should leave room for
others to do the same. Many brilliant theologiaagehcommented on
Genesis, but on a number of issues there is no agsensus. So we need td
have humility, and leave room for some varietynbéipretations. | pray that
we will do so with humility, respecting one another

Let's go ahead and get started, beginning witheGieri.:1.
Il. Scripture and Teaching

Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heaus and
the earth.” It is easy to read these words without reallyKimig
about the meaning. But, let’s take it step-by-stepthe
beginning ,” these simple words tell us something very impartan
Namely, that there was a beginning. Across theucest
philosophers, religious people, and scientists ld@ated the
guestion of whether the universe was essentiainat and
unchanging, or whether perhaps time was circuldrhestory repetitive. But for thousands of yeahs, t
Scriptures have clearly taught that the universkahbeginning.

The verse continues, saying;dd created the heavens and the earthNot only does the world have
a beginning, but also there is a definite persGiod,” who did the work. The world is not the result of
randomness, or accident, instead it is the re$alh antentional creative act. This creative acdoced the
earth and the heavens, all of the universe. A@bd created the entire universe, then surely Ged ha
unlimited power and endless wisdom. Furthermomeattt of creation strongly implies that God has a
purpose for the universe, a reason for creatingvttéel. One more idea that is inherent in Genedigslthe
idea that God communicates with His creation, stBenesis 1:1 is a statement of revelation from God.

From this one verse, we are already able to de\aelach theology. God is all-powerful, all-knowjng
personally active, and God reveals Himself to lis,people He has created. The world had a begirand
therefore it will have an end. God had a purposeeating the world, and therefore our lives haeamnmng
and valueGenesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heaus and the earth."Think about it
carefully and meditate on it in your heart. Do ymdlerstand what this verse is saying? Do you leltév



From the first verse, the Bible challenges us ak@rsome decisions about our basic world view and
philosophy of life.Atheism is incompatible with the assertion that there Graator GodAgnosticismis
just a temporary condition in a world where Goceads Himself Polytheismis incompatible with the
assertion that there is one Creator QWdterialism is illogical if matter had a beginning and willMesan
end. TheHumanist idea that everything centers on man cannot beadfrimere is an all-powerful God.
The independent existence of God before He begare&de is incompatible withantheismandMonism.
Deismagrees with the belief in one Creator God, buttisnately incompatible with the idea that God
reveals Himself to His creation. Furthermore, vasiphilosophies that deny the objective realityhef
material universe are incompatible with a real itoeaevent.

Genesis 1:1 is purelyonotheisticand it presents us with a clear choice. If we cadodelieve
Genesis 1:1, then we will have to reject all relig and philosophies that do not believe in a singl
all-powerful Creator God who reveals Himself. Exaenihe religions and belief systems in the worlthe
light of Genesis 1:1. When you are done, | think yall find that, logically, if you believe Geneslsl and
are not defeated by fear, then you will have tombeca Jew, a Muslim, or a Christian. As far asdvkn
those are the only choices that are logically cdibjgawith Genesis 1:1. And before we finish loakiat
Genesis chapter one, | think that we will see @laistianity is the only choice which is fully coatble
with the first chapter of the Bible. There are mémwgs in the Bible that take years to underst&ud.the
most important things are very simple. The Biblgssdn the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.” Are you willing to believe this? If the answer ‘iges,” then the rest of the Bible should be easy t
believe.

Here is a photo from the Ten Commandments mavéhdws the
scene where Moses raises his arms and God pafReth8ea. The Bible is
full of amazing miracle stories like this one. duyassume a naturalistic or
humanistic worldview, then these miracle stories\ary difficult to
believe. But if you accept that the universe wasitad by an all-powerful
and all-knowing God, then you know that all of thers of nature and
physics were also determined by God. And, if theslaf time and space
came from the mind of God and are enforced by Guoalger, then God Himself is free to ignore or cleang
the rules any time that He chooses. With Godhaibs are possible. Not only does God have the ptawe
make exceptions to the laws of physics and the mfi@ature, God also has the sovereign right teogo
because the entire universe belongs to Him by afhteation. God is able to do any kind of miracle
anytime that He chooses. But, relatively speakidgy] does not usually choose to do very many big,
dramatic miracles. If you think about it, this ig@od thing, because if God was continually doihgiads
of big miracles, the laws of nature would becomammgless and the world we live in would be chaatid
completely unpredictable. | think we need a loswiall miracles just to help us get through the 8ay.we
also need a certain amount of predictability in loxgs, and God knows that also.

If we accept the huge miracle of creation in Geng:1, then all the other miracles are easy teftc
And there are compelling reasons to believe GeresisThese reason fit into two categories. Thst fir
category is evidence that comes from within thdeBitd/e call this special revelation. For examgdlgpu
examined a dozen prophecies in the Bible and thendftheir fulfillments in history, then that wole
compelling evidence that the Bible prophecies choma a source outside time — a source which conlg o
be God Himself. And if God revealed the truth alibetfuture on many occasions, then it seems odtat
God would also reveal the truth about the pashidieg Genesis 1:1. Many people have gone throligh
exercise and have come to trust the Bible throbgletidence of fulfilled prophecy.

The second category of evidence is the generalatin about God that is found in nature. The
Scriptures urge us to consider the evidence franreas well. For examplépb 12:7-9challenges us to see
the hand of God in all living thing8But ask the animals, and they will teach you, orhe birds of the air,
and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, andt will teach you, or let the fish of the sea infom you.
Which of all these does not know that the hand ohe Lord has done this?”And Psalm 19:1bdeclares
that,“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies pclaim the work of his hands’



Creator. Therefore, there can never be any redtamiotions between the
special revelation of the Bible and the generatlegion of God found in
nature. God does not contradict Himself.

Sometimes there are apparent contradictions thdtaghexample, there
are times when our interpretation of the Bible glinterpretation which
scientists give to what they observe in naturdradisagreement. When this happens, we shouldiveug
on the Bible or on science. Instead we should sinmgkease our efforts to understand both correctly

When the Bible and science appear to contradait ether, we may find that the problem is some kind
of error in the work of the scientists. In thé"k&ntury many scientists believed that the universe
infinite and that it had no beginning or end. Scéeand the Bible were at odds, because the Bilulelsa
universe had a beginning and science disagreedafBatAlbert Einstein published his General Theafry
Relativity in 1916, scientists realized that theyl fbeen misinterpreting the meaning of their olzdemns of
nature. Today, the majority of scientists acceptBly Bang theory; a theory which agrees with tise3
about the key fact that the universe had a begin@ course, we need to talk about the age oéanth
issue and some other things, but we will get badkat later, so please be patient. Today, my p®ithtat in
this case science has come to agree with the 8idalat the universe having a beginning.

Modern scientists portray the beginnings of theanse with diagrams like
this one: diagrams which clearly shows a beginoingme and space - just as the
Bible has always taught. If you had lived 200 yesgs, you would have had to
reject the prevailing scientific opinion in orderlielieve in Genesis 1:1. But today,
science has come around. Modern science offersedtimgpevidence in favor of 7
Genesis 1:1, not against it.

On the other side of the coin, in the middle agesy theologians interpreted
statements in the Bible referring to thieur corners of the earth” (e.g.Revelation
7:1) as proving that the earth was square. When ssiemroved that the earth was rou
theologians had to reconsider their interpretatioiine Bible. Today, theologians agree
that the earth is round and that the expressiony torners of the earth” is figurative
and not literal. Science caused the theologiansexamine their ideas. But the
theologians did not change their minds just becatigéat science said; they changed
their minds because when they searched they sauhth&criptures also speak of a round earth iseger
like Isaiah 40:22 In fact, there are a number of verses that shaivthe earth is round once you start
looking. In this case, an apparent contradictiaim wcience was the result of theologians misinetimy the
Bible. So the theologians had to change their pnégation.

When we see an apparent contradiction betweencgcand the Bible, we should not give up on the
Bible or on science. Instead we should simply iasesour efforts to understand both correctly. Soone
later we will find and correct a problem eitheiour science or in our theology. Both nature andBibée
come from God, so there cannot be any real coctiads.

[1l.Good News/Christ Connection

Where is Jesus in all of this? The Bible teaclsethat Jesus, God the Son, was right there, cgetiin
universe alongside God the Father. The paralleld®i the opening words of John’s gospel and Gehesis
is no accidentJohn 1:1-3says,‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was wh God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Ttaugh him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made.”

“The Word was with God, and the Word was God."This verse calls Jesuhe Word,” a very
excellent title for Jesus because in the rest oieGie 1, we will see that God’s method of creatwag to
speak things into existence using His Word. Nexkwee will see the Holy Spirit in Genesis 1:2, aved
will understand that all three persons of the Tyimere involved in creating the universe. One @Gutthree
persons, eternally working together in perfect faryn



I mentioned earlier that Genesis 1:1 implies thatl had a purpose in creating the univeEgsesians
1:3-5teaches us more about God’s purposes and plansating the universéPraise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed ua the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. [4] For he chose us in him befe the creation of the world to be holy and blameles
in his sight. In love [5] he predestined us to bedapted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accomee
with his pleasure and will.” Here we see that God’s purpose in creating theetsgvinvolves God's love
for us and His desire to have a loving relationstiip us. We were created to be His children, mesbé
His household, bound together with Him by love.

V. Call to Decision

God's heart is to have a close and loving relatgnwith each and every person. And that inclydes
and me; it includes every one of us. God lovestat is why He created us and placed us in thisdwor
When Israel was in exile in Babylon, God spoke ilgfothe prophet Jeremiah sayi(@gremiah 29:11-13),
“For | know the plans | have for you," declares theLord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future. [12] Then yowill call upon me and come and pray to me, and |
will listen to you. [13] You will seek me and findne when you seek me with all your heart. These
words were originally given to Israel as a natiout | think they also apply individually to evergeof us.
Are you ready to seek the Lord with all of your ti@aAre you ready to believe Genesis 1:1 and athef
Scriptures? Do not delay; seek the Lord in yourtharn to Him and you will find in Him waiting to
welcome you into a loving relationship, a relatlupsfor which you were created. Let’s pray.



