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[. Introduction

Good morning! Last week we saw how Noah and hislfawere saved
from the great flood because of Noah’s faith. Arelalso learned from 2 PetefS®
2:5 that Noah was a preacher of righteousnesss@me understand that Noaj
surely invited everyone into the ark. Yet becatsy did not believe, they '
refused the offer of salvation. Matthew 24:37, Jesus warned His listeners.
“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at th coming of the Son of
Man.” Today, just like in Noah's time and in Jesus’ tirm&iny people assume
that they can continue in sin with no fear of judg But the Bible tells us
clearly that Jesus is coming again to judge thngatAt that time, everyone who trusts in Jesukhei
saved, but those who refuse the offer of salvatitiface judgment. Just as in the time of Noahyame
way of salvation is provided by God, the way ofHai

The story of Noah's ark is a comfort to believensd a warning to those who do not believe. Today,
will also see that although Noah was a man of f&itbah was not perfect. But even Noah’s weaknesses
be a source of comfort for us, because by them Meabmes an example of how God forgives the sins of
believers. In today’s passage, Noah sins in druméssiand probably in other ways. Blgbrews 11:7
remembers Noah as God sees him, as a man of Bittiaith Noah, when warned about things not yet
seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his familyBy his faith he condemned the world and became hei
of the righteousness that comes by faith.There is no mention of Noah’s mistakes, becauskias
forgiven him. Let's read Genesis 9:18-29.

Il. Scripture Reading Genesis 9:18-29 (NIV)

[18] The sons of Noah who came out of the ark wehem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the
father of Canaan.) [19] These were the three son§ Noah, and from them came the people
who were scattered over the earth. [20] Noah, a maof the soil, proceeded to plant a
vineyard. [21] When he drank some of its wine, hedzame drunk and lay uncovered inside
his tent. [22] Ham, the father of Canaan, saw hisather's nakedness and told his two brothers
outside. [23] But Shem and Japheth took a garmentnal laid it across their shoulders; then
they walked in backward and covered their father'snakedness. Their faces were turned the
other way so that they would not see their father'sakedness.

[24] When Noah awoke from his wine and found out wét his youngest son had done to him,
[25] he said, "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slag will he be to his brothers." [26] He also
said, "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem! May @eaan be the slave of Shem. [27] May
God extend the territory of Japheth; may Japheth lve in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan
be his slave." [28] After the flood Noah lived 35@ears. [29] Altogether, Noah lived 950 years,
and then he died.

lll. Teaching

After spending many years preaching to the peaptebuilding the |
ark, it seems that Noah was happy to return tdataing life that he ~ §
had grown up with (Genesis 5:29). Noah built a yard and settled
down to the seasonal rhythm of farm life. Yearsspdsand -
grandchildren came and grew up. Life for Noah wabably very good
and quite comfortable.




All the time that he was building the ark, NoaHkea with God. But now Noah stumbles in the
pleasures of a more peaceful life. Noah gets damtklays uncovered inside his tent. And, Noah'sdakss
is probably an indirect way of referring to moreisas sexual sin. In his later years, Noah, the mbho
walked with God, fell into sin, the sin of drunkexss and more. After a spiritual victory, therefigim a
counterattack from the devil. Noah's righteous waith God during the long years of the buildingloé ark
and the time of the flood was a great victory d@ffaBut as the years after the flood passed, duingt
changed. Perhaps Noah said to himsglfe done my part, now someone else should takemmat
preaching and setting the exampl&Ve don’t know exactly. But somehow Noah left achopen in his
spiritual armor, and the devil's attack soon ca@enesis 9:24-2%ells us, ¥When Noah awoke from his
wine and found out what his youngest son had done him, he said, "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of
slaves will he be to his brothers."”

Ham, Noah'’s youngest son, was the one who saw Naléd and told his brothers. But Canaan, Ham’s
son, is the one who is cursed. We don’t know wie/ane not told the reason. But apparently, Canaen w
somehow involved and guilty. Still, the curse oihh@an may be more of a prophecy than a condemnation.
Just as the violence of Cain led him to establiglicked city of violence, the sin of Ham and Canapread
through their family. Throughout the Old Testameve,are told many times of the wickedness of Casaan
descendents. And in 1 Kings 9:20-21, and in otleeip&ires, we learn how Noah'’s prophecy about the
slavery of Canaan was fulfilled among Canaan’s élegents in ancient Israel.

After the harsh word for Canaan, Noah continuati@onounced a special blessing for Shem through
whose descendents the Messiah was to come, anddismaprayed that God would extend the territory of
Japheth. But let’s back up and take a closer lodloew Noah'’s sons responded to the sin of thelrefiatn
Genesis 9:22we see thatHam, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedess and told his two
brothers outside.” Ham sees his father’s sin and begins to spreaddhe. By telling his brothers, Ham
dishonors his father and spreads gossip, makingrittdem bigger and worse instead of better.

Shem and Japheth set a better example f@@sesis 9:23“But Shem and Japheth took a garment
and laid it across their shoulders; then they walke in backward and covered their father's nakedness.
Their faces were turned the other way so that thewould not see their father's nakedness.”

When these two brothers heard about their fatisamsthey did what they could to make the situabetter.
They covered their father’s nakedness. And aswerg doing this, they were careful to turn theaefa
away, so that they would not add to their fathehiame and their own by looking.

Now let’'s be honest with ourselves. What wouldhage done? If you
had been there in front of the tent, would you hasted like Ham? Or like
Shem and Japheth? When we are faced with a badisituwe have a
choice. We can choose to be part of the problemrmzaice it worse than it
was, or we can choose to be part of the solutidmeive learn about E
someone’s sin, do we go and tell others? If wetlten we are making the
problem worse. Gossip further dishonors the pevgom has sinned, and irg
many cases we may ruin the reputation of all thepfeeinvolved.

If you learn about a problem, don’t reach for yoel phone to tell
others. Instead, spend the time praying and wortdngake the
situation better. If the person needs prayer, fwaghem. If they need
to be told that what they are doing is wrong, tteim. If they need help
then help them. Usually there is no need to sptieadiews to anyone
else. When someone is in sin, usually the besbrespis to prayerfully
cover the sin yourself. In extreme cases, whenimoad Sin may cause harm to others \
there may be a need to tell someone else and timasieir help. But that is the
exception, and | think the Lord will lead in thasmes.

Let's move on and take a brief look at chapterHd€re, the attention of the author of Genesis shift
the sons of Noah and their descendents. It is eajegy, but it is more than that, it is a guid¢h® nations
of the earth in ancient times, and so it is oftelted the Table of the Nations. The family treeeath of
Noah'’s three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth is givime detail. In Genesis 10, all of these fammifiee
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probably still living together, but the author g@sead and includes some
comments about where the peoples descended fram tamilies will go after
the events at the tower of Babel in Chapter 11.

We won't look at the details, but it appears thféér the languages are
scrambled at the tower of Babel, many of Japhetd&endents moved north %
into Central Asia and Europe, while many of Haméscendents moved south ==
into Africa. The children of Shem, on the other ddargely stay in the Middle &%
Eastern region. But actually it is more complexgdaese some
descendents of Ham and Japheth stay in the Midailé & go into Asia,
and there is also a lot of mixing in the followipegars. Still today, many
of the names of the nations in Genesis 10 candsgifted with modern
nations, cities, and people groups, but that doés@cessarily mean
these people are descendents of the people ointilarshame in
Genesis 10, because often nation and city nameameatre same after
wars and people movements have changed the makéup o — .
population. Actually, much more complex with lots of mixing

Simplfied. Shem in Middle East, Japheth North, Ham South

The most important thing to learn from the Talfi®&ations in Genesis 10 is that all human beingly tr
are brothers and sisters because we are all desténan the sons of Noah. The 72 families named in
Genesis 10 represent the ancestors of every pargbavery nation. The Bible is truly a book ofdbples,
because God loves all men and women. We can eeelesas’ concern for all nations expressddike
10:1, “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two ohers and sent them two by two ahead of him to
every town and place where he was about to goWhere was Jesus about to go? In the immediatexipnt
the verse speaks of the towns and villages ofrdgibn which Jesus would soon visit. But in thedéseg of
72 disciples, | think we also see that Jesus idsfically pointing to the ...

72 nations of Genesis 10. And certainly historyvehthat the disciples ﬂ};' -

of Jesus have indeed gone into all of the world, they have taken the o ‘:‘;'i-;:-"

Good News of Jesus to all nations. In fact, westilecontinuing this 4 ﬂir’?*g

great missionary task of spreading the Good Newtesiis today. '**l__, ; !
l.':"

IV. Closing

Noah walked with God. But after the crisis of fluwd was past, Noah seems to have let his guard
down, and the day came when he fell into sin. T pattern that is seen far too often in thesliok
Christian men and women. A person serves the Laitldféilly for years, but then they are tempted Hoy t
pleasures of the world. They stop serving in therch, saying;l’'ve done my part, now it is someone else’s
turn.” They take a break from ministry, and then fromrchuattendance, and later on even from Bible
reading and prayer. The devil is delighted, becaosa he will be able to tempt them with some wgréih.

Many Christians start well, walking with the Lardfaith. But only a few finish well, completingeh
race of faith without stumbling. Far too many Ctiaiss fall along the way before they get to thésfirine.
Friends, brothers and sisters, this does not lmliapgpen to us. We may not be perfect, but we baose to
stay in fellowship, to keep on serving the Lord] &m draw ever closer to the Lord instead of fallaway.
We can choose to continue year after year to foousesus and His love and on all that is good aredand
pure.Philippians 4:8 urges us to do this very thintgzinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatevas lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. Q

Most of all, we need to focus on Jesus. For Jssperfect in truth,
nobility, righteousness, purity, and loveliness;islenore excellent, more !
praiseworthy, and more admirable than anythindpigworld. In Jesus, all of,
the promises of God are made certain. Jesus cacestompay for our sins on
the cross, and Jesus will come again to judge tr&lwlet us prepare our
hearts for His coming. Let’s pray.

V. Closing Prayer



