Slide 1

Encountering the Living Christ

Acts 9:3-9, Luke 24: 13-16, 28-35
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One of my favorite activities is to travel by c&here’s no place I'd rather be than
on the road, much more as the driver than as theepger, but whatever the case
may be, | love being on the road. The majority gf tnavels involve a map, a full
tank of gas, good music on the stereo, and kiloraetier kilometers of open road.

In fact, | consider a good trip on the road adtkelglimpse of heaven.
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| am not alone with this passion. | am sure manyaf have your own road trip
stories, be it by car, by plane, by boat, by bieydr even by foot. A large part of
the history of civilizations is associated withvieés, and the majority of these took

place on the road.
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So, as | thought about today'’s stories from the@gare, the Emmaus Road and the
Damascus Road, my own love of the road causedvérgitaspect of the story to

stick out to me.
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In North American culture, the road looms most rotiwally as a symbol of

freedom, of not being tied down to responsibilities the ability to follow one’s
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passions wherever they might lead. To be on the i®# be in motion—even if

we do not know where we are going.
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In addition to freedom, the road has also come/mab®slize the space of quest, the

place of longing, the place where we go to findseiwes. Frequently, the road
serves as an intermediary space, as the edge iefysooe must traverse in order
to transition to another stage of life. Being om ttbad necessitates an open-
mindedness, a willingness to see new things or hearideas. When you are on
the road, you are somehow outside of the famibatines, beyond the reach of the
ordinary. Time itself loses its meaning and rele@eanl think it's all of these
things—freedom, discovery, openness—that contriboitéhe lure of the road in
our society. The great home of the soul is the CGpead. The road suspends the
ordinary in such a way that the extraordinary weeded. | think it is also why the

road is so often God’s chosen meeting place.

Let us turn to our texts for today.
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Our first passage is found in Luke 24.13-16. Theeaead:

3And behold, two of them were going that very daw teillage named
Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusdfémd they were
talking with each other about all these things whiad taken placé>While
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they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himselfraggghed and began

traveling with them'°But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him.
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And then in Luke 24.28-35 we read:

8And they approached the village where they weragyand He acted as
though He were going farther.

?But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, fosigetting toward evening,
and the day is now nearly over." So He went irtag svith them.

*When He had reclined at the table with them, Hekttiee bread and
blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving ithtem.

*Then their eyes were opened and they recognized &fich He vanished
from their sight.

**They said to one another, "Were not our hearts imgrwithin us while He
was speaking to us on the road, while He was exipigithe Scriptures to
us?"

*And they got up that very hour and returned to datem, and found
gathered together the eleven and those who wete thém,**saying, " The
Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon."

*They began to relate their experiences on the raad how He was

recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.
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Our second passage is found in Acts 9.3-9, whereea:

*As he was traveling, it happened that he was apghiogg Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;
*and he fell to the ground and heard a voice sayingim, "Saul, Saul, why

are you persecuting Me?"
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*And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said il desus whom you are
persecuting®ut get up and enter the city, and it will be tglosli what you
must do."

"The men who traveled with him stood speechlessjnigethe voice but
seeing no one.

®Saul got up from the ground, and though his eye® wpen, he could see
nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought into Damascus.
’And he was three days without sight, and neithemair drank.
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In Luke 24.13-16, we find our first pair of travedeon the road from Jerusalem to
Emmaus, returning home after a week in the holy. e can assume they were
on a religious pilgrimage to Jerusalem for theivesof the Passover, and that they
had witnessed the dramatic events unfolding—thelyde®n first hand the soaring
hopes surrounding this man Jesus, and watchedrédaendcrumble as their hero

ended up tortured, instead of triumphant, crucifredead of conquering.

And then, that very morning, the women reported thay had visions of angels

who said he was alive.

What a long, strange trip indeed!
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On the return road, their souls sought to makeesend all. And what happened

to them on the road home?
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Christ appeared and walked beside them, explaithegscriptures to them and

breaking bread with them.

When they recognized him, their hearts burned withem.

Out on the road, they found clarity, they foundeftem, and they found God. Or,

rather, God found them.
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And what about Saul on the road to Damascus? Urthiee travelers on the
Emmaus Road, Saul seemed to know right where heguiag. He was confident
in his own righteousness, and he refused to admislightest bit of confusion or
curiosity. For him, the road was narrow, and thimdlewers of Jesus had strayed
from it. His duty was clear: go to Damascus to wbtimem up for trial. But even
his soul, out there on the road, was somehow parletrsomehow vulnerable—

and while he was on the road God came to him.

Although the term applies, it just seems too gemdlerefer to this as Saul’s
“moment of clarity.” The author describes it asliading flash of light and a voice
from the heavens. Such emphasis must have beemeg@do get stubborn Saul's
attention. He was struck blind and ordered to siepsecuting Jesus’ followers.

And the scriptures tell us he did so, immediately.
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Out on the road, Saul who became Paul found gnaddaund himself. And God

definitely tracked him down.
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These two stories are stories of the resurrecbahstories of what took place on
the road. For those of us who take the storiek@Blible seriously, these stories of
resurrection, from the empty tomb to doubting TherraEmmaus and Damascus,
these stories present us with some of the mosteciyshg aspects of our faith.
While many of us continue to harbor some doubtsittiee literal resurrection of
the body, we hold fast to our belief that the gikes did experience something
marvelous following Jesus’ death. Despite doubt®utbwhat exactly the
resurrection was, | remain convinced that withauChristianity is meaningless.

So, we need to investigate these resurrectiorestori
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On Easter Sunday, the disciples and the womene twbe knew Jesus intimately,
are seen at the empty tomb proclaiming that Chsias alive. This was a
revolutionary act of defiance, daring to declafe Where only death was apparent.
But the stories we are considering today are differand they add another layer to

the Resurrection message.

Unlike the earlier stories of the resurrection, i€thdoes not appear to those who
knew the man Jesus, like the disciples and the woMéhile we do not know

much about Cleopas and his companion, the verytfadttthey had to return to
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Jerusalem to notify the eleven disciples tellshad they themselves were not part
of the inner circle of those who followed Jesus.

Yet, their eyes were opened, and they recognizeiGhpresence in their midst.
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And Paul himself never laid eyes on the man Je$usaaareth in the flesh; he

never heard him preach, he never saw Jesus healbsenof perform a miracle,
and he never witnessed the events in Jerusalem.yAndce claims that he did
actually meet Christ—the resurrected one, on tlad to Damascus. Paul testifies

to this experience in his own words in his lettetite Galatians (1:16), saying:

“The gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of &mrigin; for | did not
receive it from a human source, nor was | taughbuit | received it through
a revelation of Jesus Christ. ... God, who had seapaet before | was born
and called me through his grace, was pleased teakliis Son to me, so
that | might proclaim him among the Gentiles.”

Paul met Christ on the Damascus road, though Hdenbeer laid eyes on Jesus of

Nazareth.

Slide 16
Biblical scholar Marcus Borg is the one who idaatifthis distinction between the

pre-Easter Jesus and the post-Easter Jesus.

The pre-Easter Jesus was the man of Nazareth, \aBdoarn, who lived and who

died, who was known in and bound by the earthljitrea of time and space.
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The post-Easter Jesus, on the other hand, incagsoedl the Christian tradition

about the divine purposes and manifestations oisChr

But Borg goes further—the post-Easter Jesus isjugita matter of Christian
tradition and Christian doctrines. The post-Eadé=mus, he says, is “an element of
experience.” He continues, “Beginning with Eastee early movement continued
to experience Jesus as a living reality after leigtll, but in a radically new way.
After Easter, his followers experienced him as mitspl reality, no longer as a
person of flesh and blood, limited in time and sas Jesus of Nazareth had been.
Rather, Jesus as the risen, living Christ couldekperienced anywhere and

everywhere.” Let me say that again:

“Jesus as the risen, living Christ could be experel anywhere and everywhere.”

This is the meaning of the Resurrection!
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What Paul, Cleopas and the other traveler on thd to Emmaus testify to is a
post-Easter Jesus, a living Christ who comes tontleeen if they have never

known the earthly man of Nazareth.

This post-Easter Jesus met them right where theag,wen the road. In these
resurrection stories they experienced the sure ladge that the truth and reality

of Jesus is not limited by time or place, but exisith them, wherever they travel.
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These two accounts take the resurrection experiendtbe road—into a place that

Is boundless and timeless and free—because thegeson itself is God's way of
telling us that Christ’s presence is boundlessel@ss and free. That means that if

Paul and Cleopas and the other traveler can eneotid living Christ, so can we.

If Christ can be on the road to Emmaus and the toddbmascus, then Christ can
also be present right here on any of the roadswkatavel today, even right here

In your own city.
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That is why Christianity without the resurrection meaningless—because the

resurrection signals our participation in a livifagth, a Christ we ourselves can

encounter and experience.

We do not worship a God who acted one time, long, &y sending a heavenly
being to do mystical things. We worship the livi@grist of faith, who comes to us

even now, revealing to us the presence of Godlamgdth to eternal life.

We worship a God who meets up with us, on our r@aud that makes all the
difference. The travelers to Emmaus, when theyrhatdChrist on the road, turned
around and ran all the way back to Jerusalem, theyinto danger, they ran into

uncertainty, because their hearts were on fire thighlight of life.
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Paul, after meeting Christ on the Damascus roachetl around from ardent

persecutor to ardent prophet. His heart too bumw#dn him.
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Because Christ, the post-Easter Jesus, is alivecames to meet even us on our

road, we too can live with hearts burning within us

Slide 22
Indeed, we must live as Easter people, resurrepeople.

What does that mean? The best description of msion people | know comes
from another writer, Jack Kerouac. In his classmolb titted On the Roadhe
says, “The only people for me are the mad onesprties who are mad to live, mad
to talk, mad to be saved, desirous of everythinthatsame time, the ones who
never yawn or say a commonplace thing, but burmn,bburn like fabulous

fireworks exploding like spiders across the stars.”

Slide 23

Let us, then, be the mad ones—mad for life, ourtedaurning within us, lighting
up the world like fabulous fireworks, proclaimingrfone and all that Christ is
alive and that He is with us now, and that He wiket us on whatever road we

may be Alleluia!
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Evidently, the question that remains is the follogvi“Who is Jesus?”

In relationship to chemistry, He is the One Whorged water into wine.

In relationship to biology, He was conceived supéaurally.
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In relationship to physics, He refuted the law od\gty in ascending to the
heavens.

In relationship to economics, He refuted the lawdwhinishing returns by
feeding 5000 men with two fish and five small loswe

In relationship to medicine, He healed the sick #mal blind without any
pills.

In relationship to history, He is the beginning @hd end.

In relationship to government, He said that he wdw called Counselor,
Marvelous and Prince of Peace.

In relationship to religion, He affirmed that noeooould come to the father
but through Him.
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So, who is Jesus?

He is the greatest man in history.

He did not have any servants, yet people callédand.”

He did not have any diplomas, yet people called Hilaster.”
He did not use any medicine, yet people called HHiealer.”
He did not have any army, yet kings were afraiéfion.

He did not win any war, yet he conquered the world.

He did not commit any crime, yet He was crucified.

He was placed in a tomb, yet He is alive even today
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[T1Ss an honor for me to serve such a One Who laxgeso.

Do you believe in God and His Son Jesus? . ..
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