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[. Introduction

Good morning! Last week, we closed with the questiWhere are you?"and we applied this question
to the challenge of examining ourselves to see eerare in our faith. Today, we will take a lodklee life
of Abraham, and through his example, | think wd fifld new meaning in this same question.

Let’'s begin withJoshua 24:2, “Joshua said to all the people, "This what the Lord, the God of
Israel, says: 'Long ago your forefathers, includinglerah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived
beyond the River and worshiped other gods.In this verse the Lord speaks through Joshuaeméhds
the people of Israel that their ancestors werewdwkhippers before the Lord revealed Himself toakiam,
and, Genesis 11:31 tells us that the city wheralTand his family lived was called Ur.

One hundred years ago, very little was known ahblswnd many P
scholars thought it was a mythical city. Howevegavations in southern Irac :
begun in 1922 by the British archaeologist Chaleslley have uncovered =
the forgotten history of the city of Ur. As has paped many times, further |
research has proven that the Bible history is bédial he large ziggurat in the
photo was a temple dedicated to worship of the ngmah Nanna. It is
interesting that an alternate name for Nanna w&ig,™

Acts 7:2 tells us that the Lord spoke to Abrahanah ealled him to move
to the promised land while Abraham was still in Aind so Abraham’s
family left Ur. But they went only halfway to thegmised land; when they
came to Haran, they stayed there. This Haran hes identified as modern, Fis
Harran, in Turkey, a place known for its anciertliee-shaped mud houses®

After the death of his father, Abraham finallytlefaran and continued
on to the promised land. Today we will look at Gead 2, the time when )
Abraham left Haran, but first let's preview a fevirigs. | have been saying, “Abraham,” but in theady
chapters, his name was actually, “Abram.” It i<S@nesis 17:3-8hat God changes his nafi@bram fell
facedown, and God said to him, "As for me, this isny covenant with you: You will be the father of
many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; gur name will be Abraham, for | have made you a
father of many nations.” The name, “Abram,” meariftexalted father.” But the name, “Abraham,” means,
“father of a multitude.”In the Bible, God often changes a person’s nanzsign of the role God has given
them.

A little over 4,000 years ago, the Lord chose o to be the'father of a multitude.”The Lord
repeated this promise often. The Lord promisedAlaaham’s descendents would be, in Genesis 1BkE6,
the dust of the earth, in Genesis 15:5, as numeetise stars of the sky, and in Genesis 22:1fheasand
of the seashore. But what about the fulfillmenthefse prophecies?

First let’s consider Abraham’s physical descenslediany people know
that the twelve tribes of Israel were descendenh #draham through Isaac
and Jacob, but sometimes we forget that Jacobthdar&sau was the father
of a people called the Edomites. And Genesis abralsords that Abraham
had another wife, Keturah, who had children whaalbee nations. And, . L
Abraham’s son Ishmael also had twelve sons whorbetebal rulers. These [t
other children of Abraham are the ancestors oftlad nations and others. Ea—




Further Genesis 25:6 tells us that Abraham hadiail by other women, and the children of these
concubines were sent away with gifts. So, the mlayslescendents of Abraham included not only Istael
also all of the Arab nations and other nations el. w

| think that here we see the fulfilment@Enesis 15:18, “On that day the Lord made a covenan
with Abram and said, "To your descendants | give tlis land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the Euphrates.” Abraham has many millions of physical descendd@usstill, | don’t think this is what the
stars, sand, and dust prophecies are talking abecause the Scriptures are very clear that Abrgham
descendents include spiritual descendents as s/plysical descendents.

Romans 4:16says, Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that imay be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring--not only tothose who are of the law but also to those who are
of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all’ Paul taught that Christians are also the childifen
Abraham. Take a look at this map. Shades of reidabel areas where e
Christianity is the main religion, and shades @feyr point to areas where Islar? m
is strong. The little yellow dot is Israel. " S

Al

Jews Christians, and Muslims all claim Abrahanthasr spiritual father. ! L
There are major differences, but at a basic lalethree of these received thei
faith in a single, all-powerful, Creator God frorbraham. In that sense, all are fsiam 1.1 bilion

the children of Abraham. So, what happens to the wizen we combine the N
red, the green, and the yellow?

On this map the three Abrahamic faiths are shawshades of purple. As
you can see, when we talk about Abraham we aratpibout someone who
has had a big impact on the history of the wholddvdut it is not because of
Abraham himself, it is because of the Lord’s soiggrehoice and promise.
Four thousand years ago, the Lord said He woulcerttaé descendents of
Abraham like the stars, sand, and dust in numlzglay, we see this prophecy being fulfilled. Thed.or
revealed Himself to Abraham and since that timthfea the Lord has spread from person to persom fr
people to people, and from nation to nation. Todayst of the world traces its faith roots to Abnahand
calls him father. And, if the Lord Jesus delays $isond coming another hundred years, the wholemnagp
turn purple. No human power could do this. It is band of God working over the centuries to fukils
promise to Abraham.

That gives us a little perspective about Abrahidow, let's read Genesis 12:1-10.

lI. Scripture: Genesis 12:1-10 (NIV)

[1] The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your counygur people and your father's household and gbeo
land | will show you. [2] "I will make you into argat nhation and | will bless you; | will make yaueme
great, and you will be a blessing. [3] | will bleb®se who bless you, and whoever curses you kwibe;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through'y{@d] So Abram left, as the Lord had told himgdarot
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old wihe set out from Haran. [5] He took his wife Sainés
nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accuncudate the people they had acquired in Haran, asd th
set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrivedeth{6] Abram traveled through the land as fathassite of
the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that tireeGhnaanites were in the land. [7] The Lord appuktre
Abram and said, "To your offspring | will give thHsnd." So he built an altar there to the Lord, viaol
appeared to him. [8] From there he went on towlaedhills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, vidéthel
on the west and Ai on the east. There he builtitan & the Lord and called on the name of the L{8Y
Then Abram set out and continued toward the Nd@&y.Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram
went down to Egypt to live there for a while beattse famine was severe.

lll. Teaching
In Genesis 12:1-10, Abraham continues the jouthatybegan in Ur and travels from Haran to Shechem,

2



Bethel, and the Negev in the land of Canaan, a@d ¢im to Egypt. In the rest of chapter 12, whil&gypt,
Abraham gets into some serious trouble with thed&taafter he lies about his wife, saying she sssister.
We won't go into that today, but suffice it to gt it proves that Abraham 1SS S

a sinner like all of us. The Bible makes it cldzatteven great men of faith
like Noah, Abraham and Moses are all sinners whealrtke grace and mercy
of the cross of Christ. This map shows the roughirmiof Abraham’s
journeys.

In spiritual terms we might divide Abraham'’s joagninto several parts.
1. There was a leaving; Abraham left the placelofatry in Ur.
2. There was a hesitation; Abraham stayed in Haadiway between the place of idolatry and the
promised land.

Ur, Haran, Canaan, Egypt

3. There was a new start on the journey to the m@aland.
4. There was a time of learning, the tour throdghgromised land.
5. There was a trial, the famine in the land.
6. There was a turning away from God'’s promisdgpao Egypt and sin.
7. And in chapter 13, there will be a return andaklam will remain in the land. Out journey
. Leaving
What about us? Where are we in our own journeyaithf? Where are you? Are [kt

you leaving the place of idol worship? Are you eiig to move on to the place God | E:‘:r:,t:;

is calling you? Are you just now making a new stdte you learning and growing? ISgRiCE

it a time of trial? Have you turned away from thage God has called you to? Do you[Rki e A
4 L . . Return & Remain

need to return to your first love and remain in Gqutomises?

As we read our Bibles, we can benefit from theegigmces of the people of faith who have gone leefor
us. As you read, kedpomans 15:4in mind, “For everything that was written in the past was witten to
teach us, so that through endurance and the encougament of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

Let's take a closer look &enesis 12:2, “I will make you into a great natiorand | will bless you; |
will make your name great, and you will be a bleseg.” God promises to bless Abraham, but that is not all
God also promises to make Abraham a source ofibtess others. This is a pattern that appears many
times in Scripture. God blesses someone, and tlvernu€es that person to bless others.

Take a look at this photo of the shore of the D&ed. The Jordan Riveris |
full of fish before it flows into the Dead Sea, lthére is nothing alive in the -
waters of the Dead Sea. Why? Because the DeadaSawloutlet except
evaporation. Good water flows in, but there it atgs and dies, saturated with §
salt and minerals. This is a picture of what Igdike when blessings flow into
your life but you don’t pass them on. If God blesge, we need to pass it on,
otherwise we will stagnate and die spirituallywk just receive, receive, receive,
we will become like the Dead Sea.

Now take a look at this photo of the Sea of Galilehe Sea of Galilee is
full of fish and beautiful trees and flowers grolmast to the very edge of the
water. The Dead Sea is dead. But the Sea of Gailedull of life. What is the &8
difference? Unlike the Dead Sea, the Sea of Gatiéeean outlet; the Jordan riveggss
flows in and then it flows back out again. So tlea $f Galilee is continually
renewed and never stagnates. This is what we vganelh. We want to receive
and give, receive and give; we want to continupdigs the blessings that God Sea of Galileo
has given us on to others.

Abraham received many wonderful blessings from,Gaod he did not try to hold on to everything he
received. Instead, like the Sea of Galilee, Abrakaas always ready to pass the blessings on tothbis
is how we should be also. We should rejoice and thanks when we are blessed. And then we shoskl pa
the blessing on to others. In doing so, we will&eewed and we will become a source of life to many

Let’s look atGenesis 12:7-8, “The Lord appeared to Abram and sdj "To your offspring | will



give this land." So he built an altar there to theLord, who had appeared to him. From there he went

on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched hitent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.

There he built an altar to the Lord and called on he name of the Lord.”In these verses we learn another
thing about Abraham. Abraham took time for worsdungl prayer. Abraham made his relationship with the
Lord a priority in his life. If we want a close aglonship with the Lord, we need to do the samenééd to
make an effort to seek God and draw close to Him.

Our efforts are important, but our efforts are that source of our salvation. We rely on the giaaue
mercy of God received by faith. It was the samdrwibraham, who is our exampl8alatians 3:6-9teaches
us,“Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was crelited to him as righteousness." Understand,
then, that those who believe are children of Abrah@. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel edvance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed
through you." So those who have faith are blessedang with Abraham, the man of faith.”

Does it surprise you to hear that Abraham knewgthepel? The Good News of Jesus Christ was
announced in advance to Abraham, perhaps in fae ahetail than we imagine. As we continue our sindy
Genesis, we will learn more about this.

V. Conclusion

From the beginning, the Scriptures teach thatsialv is received through
faith in God and through believing His Word. TheaddNews of the cross of
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of God’s promisebtess all nations through the
descendents of Abraham, because Jesus Himselfoxmasnbthe line of
Abraham. And ever since the time of Jesus’ crui@fixand resurrection, the
Good News of salvation continues to spread througti® world. As people
believe God’s Word and trust in Jesus, they arecayet’s pray.

V. Closing Prayer



