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[. Introduction

Good morning! Just for fun, let's begin with a ptaiof simple quiz
guestions to stimulate our thinking.

1. How many sons did Jacob have?

2. How many tribes of Israel were there?
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For both questions, if you answered, “twelve,rtltleat is a very good answer. The Bible consisgentl
refers to the twelve sons of Jacob and the tweilbed of Israel. But as we will see today, thaias the
whole story. If you count the names, you will seattthere are actually more than twelve sons asllaad
more than twelve tribes of Israel. And, if we paéteation to how the names are used, we can leane so
interesting things. Let’s begin by reading Gend8i4-5, where we will find two more sons of Jacob.

ll. Scripture Genesis 48:1-5 (NIV)

[1] Some time later Joseph was told, "Your fatherg ill." So he took his two sons Manasseh
and Ephraim along with him. [2] When Jacob was told"Your son Joseph has come to you,"
Israel rallied his strength and sat up on the bed.3] Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty
appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and #re he blessed me [4] and said to me, 'l
am going to make you fruitful and will increase you numbers. | will make you a community
of peoples, and | will give this land as an everléag possession to your descendants after
you.' [5] "Now then, your two sons born to you in Eypt before | came to you here will be
reckoned as mine; Ephraim and Manasseh will be mingust as Reuben and Simeon are
mine.

lll. Teaching

In Genesis 41, the story of the birth of Josephis sons is given, and now
they are adopted by Jacob. In the following verdasob blesses Ephraim and
Manasseh, crossing his arms to place his right barttie head of Ephraim, the
younger child. In doing this, Jacob placed the ymurson over the older son, a
prophetic act that spoke about the future of ttrddes. When we count these tw
adopted sons with the twelve natural sons of Jabele are 14 sons in total.

From this point forward, Ephraim and Manassehtra&ted as Jacob’s own sons
And, 400 years later, when Israel returns to thmrised Land as a nation, the tribes ¢
Ephraim and Manasseh each receive a full inhedtaas you can see on this map. B
if there are 14 sons total, why does the mapsihw only 12 tribes?

crimmanbin

Well, Joseph is not shown because Joseph’s deseesnake through Ephraim and
Manasseh. In other words, there is no tribe of Jloskeecause he has become the twg
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. And Levi is nowshbecause his descendents
became the priests and they are spread out imtioe but they are still a distinct tribe.
So, how many tribes are there? | would say thexel@r Levi, plus the 12 on the map. /,- e
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THE 12 TRIBES OF ISEATL

But if there are actually 14 sons and 13 tribdsy does the Scripture always refer
to the twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve trilidsrael? Apparently, the authors of Scripture dgui by
God'’s Holy Spirit, decided to preserve the symbaolienber of twelve. In order to do this, the listshe



names are varied slightly depending on the sitnatiotimes of war, Levi is left out because theegis
don’t go to war, and Ephraim and Manasseh ardllisigtead of Joseph in order to preserve the nudther
But when Levi needs to be included, such as iptbeouncement of the blessings and curses in
Deuteronomy 27, then the name of Joseph is use&pimé&im and Manasseh are left out. Thus, the
symbolic number of twelve, which represents a kihgerfection, is preserved. “,m <ot

This may seem a bit obscure, but these kindsingshhelp us to understand that the a;;;mn"mnmm
Bible is one integrated message system. The Biloleides 66 books written by over 40
authors over a time period of 1,500 years, bugt @#l$0 one unified book, written by the
leading of the Holy Spirit. When we find somethigious, like differences in the lists of
the names of the tribes of Israel, then we haveeaae to dig deeper and figure out why
the difference is there and what it means.

For example, in Revelation 7:4-8, the text spexdkis?2,000 people from The 12 Tribes of
. . . . ¢ 12 Tribes of Israel
each of the twelve tribes of Israel being sealed3od’s protection. But if you  Book of Genesis ook of Revelation

- . . Judal
look at the twelve names, it is a very unusua) betause Levi and Joseph are Simeon %ﬂ,é.,
included and Dan and Ephraim are left out. Thisosan accident; it has to be dudah ;jg;;g}w"m
the choice of the Holy Spirit. But, why are Dan djhraim left out when the Heghat Mnascs
tribes are sealed? Asher i
Issachar Issachar
Zebulum Est:lme“
The answer is probably to be foundlifings 12:28-29, “After seeking fs"eiﬁﬁ':mn Benjamin

advice, the king made two golden calves. He said tiwe people, "It is too

much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are yourags, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”
One he set up in Bethel, and the other in DanIh these verses, King Jeroboam leads Israel dab i
worship by making two golden calves and tellingetedtable lie, saying that it was these idols létathe
people out of Egypt. The golden calves are planddain and Bethel, in the territories of the tribé®an
and Ephraim, and so these tribes become cent@fslaforship and rebellion against the true God.
Apparently this is why they are left out of thosaled with God’s protection in Revelation 7. Tlasistrong
statement of how God detests the sin of idol wexshind it is a warning to us to stay away fromwoeship
of false gods.

However, it would be a mistake to think that tmsans that God will never forgive the tribes of Dan
and Ephraim. In fact, in the end-times vision oé€Kel 48, both Dan and Ephraim listed, showing tBatl’s
grace and mercy has been given to them in the@ods love, mercy, and grace, are greater tharsemy
and He is always ready to forgive us when we gadinuHis name, confess our sins, and repent.

By the way, have you ever noticed that the symyratitween the sons of Jacob and the apostles? There
were 12 original sons of Jacob, plus two adopted,smaking a total of 14. And, Jesus chose 12ralgi
apostles, but afterwards two more apostles wersaerthdMatthias (Acts 1:26) and Paul (Acts 9:15we0
can say that there was a total of 14 specially@hapostles. And, the Bible always speaks of thieili@s of
Israel, yet we can count 13 tribes. Similarly, Biele speaks of the 12 apostles, but we can co8int 1
apostolic ministries, one ministry for each aposteept Judas, who was lost.

Examples of symmetry like these remind us thaBifse is an integrated whole, given by the Holy
Spirit. As Paul wrote to Timothy i Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

Back to GenesisGenesis 49:1, “Then Jacob called for his sons andid: "Gather around so | can
tell you what will happen to you in days to come.Jacob calls his 12 sons together and gives a ptigph
word to each about what will happen to their dedeats. Some of the words are severe and some are
positive, but the Scripture calls them all blessiimgGenesis 49:28saying,"All these are the twelve tribes
of Israel, and this is what their father said to trem when he blessed them, giving each the blessing
appropriate to him.” The prophetic words given to the sons are alr@stng, although sometimes difficult
to interpret. But for today, we will look at onlye.

So far in our study of Genesis, we have neglegteidh. But he will become the most important son of
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Jacob, because Jesus will come through his desasndeseph received a double blessing of inheétam
the land through the adoption of his two sons, laand will eventually inherit the priestly role ofiercessor
for the nation. But it is Judah who receives thes@nic blessing that will bring salvation to thkeole
world through Jesus Christ.

Judah is a bit notorious because he was the onesuggested selling Joseph into slavery in Genesis
37:27, although he may have made the suggestigrnt@shve Joseph from being killed. But Judah yeall
does well in Genesis 44:33 when he offers himseH alave in place of his brother, Benjamin. Sabud
rises from notoriety to a place of honor, and leeres the Messianic blessing, including these lpgtp
words.Genesis 49:10, “The scepter will not depart from Jdah, nor the ruler's staff from between his
feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the ottience of the nations is his.”

In ancient times, the king’ scepter, or rulerafstsymbolized his authority. In some cases, kiexgsn
used their scepter to express decisions, espeoiallife and death issues. So the meaning of tbphacy
given here is that the descendents of Judah wik tiae right to be rulers and kings, and they hdle
sovereign authority over life and death until tmaélKing and Lord, the Messiah comes.

History shows that King David and the line of lsrafter him came from the tribe of Judah. And, even
when the Jews went into captivity in Babylon, tiséiit had sovereign control over their internaladf§, and
also Daniel, the prophet, who had a place of aitthavas from the tribe of Judah. The term, “Jews,”
actually derived from, “Judah,” and after the Jeetsirned to the land after the Babylonian captjig
authority over life and death was later held bylbwish Sanhedrin until the time of Jesus.

But by the time Jesus was arrested, the Sanheddimnger had this authorityohn 18:31, records that,
“Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him byyour own law." "But we have no right to execute
anyone," the Jews objected.This raises the question, “When did the Jews tloseauthority to give the
death penalty?” History records (e.g. http://wwwedt.ca/trinity/shiloh.html) that they lost it wh@asus was
a young boy, specifically when the Roman Procur@ponius, a predecessor of Pontius Pilate, wad®en
take control of Israel. It is said that when thestltheir authority, the Sanhedrin put on sackciott
mourned sayind;\Woe unto us for the scepter has departed fromabuahd the Messiah has not come.”
They understood what the prophecy meant, but theyght the prophecy had failed, because they did no
realize that the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, waad in Israel.

The historical dates are not exact, but it seesng kely that the Genesis 49:10 &
prophecy was fulfilled in Luke 2, when the twelveay old boy Jesus went to
Jerusalem with His parents for Passover. JosepMamgllost Jesus and they search
for three days before finding Him in the templeeymebuked Him, but what did
Jesus sayRuke 2:49, “""Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't
you know | had to be in my Father's house?"

Why did Jesus have to be at the temple at th&?iRrobably to fulfill the
prophecy that said the Messiah would come bef@etepter was taken from Judah.
We don't always understand the prophecies, butamebe sure of this. God will always do what He $eid;
the Scripture cannot be broken; His Word will nefiag.

V. Conclusion

Some of what we have discussed today has gotitle aomplex, but before we close | want to retur
to something a little closer to home. The closiagagraphs of Genesis record the deaths of Jacobosegh
and tell what happened to their bodies. Josephldgtdand his remains
were embalmed and placed in a coffin that waseaup to the Promised
Land when Moses led Israel out of Egypt 400 yeatex| This picture
shows Moses about to part the Red Sea.

Jacob died first, and after his remains were eméd] Joseph led a
great mourning before taking Jacob’s remains td&ee of Machpelah in



live his last days? The closing chapters of Genesisal that Jacob faced the end by worshipping &t
caring for his sons. Jacob finished well.

What about Joseph? After Jacob died and was huleseéph’s brothers were once again afraid of
Joseph. They thought that perhaps Joseph had bektokhem only out of respect for Jacob theihéat
But in Genesis 50:19-21we read;But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am | in the place of God?
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for god to accomplish what is now being done, the
saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraid. | i provide for you and your children.” And he
reassured them and spoke kindly to them.Joseph had no thought of revenge. Joseph welid tiehth
with faith and forgiveness on his lips. Josephsfieid well.

Jacob and Joseph are good examples of peopleimibioed the journey of faith in victory. The jougne
is often long, and many fail to walk with the Ldathe end. In fact, Dr. J. Robert Clinton, a pssf@ at
Fuller Theological Seminary, did a study and fotimat only about 30 percent of the great men ohfaitthe
Bible really finished well.

What does it mean to finish well? It means to waithh God victoriously to the end. Once we come to
faith in Jesus, we should walk with Him to the vend, so that we can meet Him with joy. If you haeen
walking with Jesus for many years, then rejoicthat; but don’t slow down. Keep your eyes on Jesusb
continue walking with Him until the end. And if yauwe new to the life of faith, the journey ahead rs@em
long, but be assured, the Lord is with you and Hengver leave you.

The Apostle Paul is another man who finished welR Timothy 4:6-7, Paul says;For | am already
being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. | have fought the good
fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the fih.” Let’s finish the race and finish it strong in fait
Then when we go home to be with Jesus we will e tabrejoice with Him in victory _
and give a good report like Paul,Have fought the good fight, | have finished the |
race, | have kept the faith.” And He will have a reward for us in His hand. idéhe
King of kings and the Lord of lords. The crown isldis head and the scepter is in His
hand.

V. Let’s Pray



